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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


KOKH HO; f 

TMlf CAM OmoiWATO AT NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT ' 

WASHINGTON, D. 0. * 



PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


5/19/52 


„IQH!^G£REI® I) / was . ^ 

John J ule dQ}arf inkle . Jacob Garf inkle , 
Jjjlej^Garf inkle, f&AisJL ’ 
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PROSECUTIVE SUGARY REPORT 
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The Pail;'' Worker issue of April 1, 19 )jC, carried an article 
captioned "Stage Stars Greet Negro Congress, John Garfield is Honor 
Guest in Washington where Jim-Crow Pars Negros from Theatre ; urges ; 
Unity and Civil Rights," in which it was stated in cart that JOHN 
GARFIELD, who was at, that tine starring in the play "Heavenly Express", 
^4 was guest of honor at an informal gathering of Negrc cultural figures 
P '"Thursday" night at the Phyllis Wheatley YWCA. 

it- The April 6, l?liG, issue of the Afro -America n , maintained, 

^yat the Founder '-s Library, Howard University, .contained on page lh a 
group photograph including GARFIELD, and "members of the cultural 
committee of the v-ashington council of the , National Negro Congress." 

• On December It, 1951, Major HARRIET WEST, raving been 
» sworn by W. R. SWEARGAN , Captain, AGC, made the following statement: 


1 ^ "I cannot remember the exact .time and date that the 

^ attached photograph was takenj however, it was taken in the YWCA 
tuj N lUbuilding which is located on the corner of Ninth and Rhode Island 
rp> uZ oj^Streete, Northwest, Washington, D. C. This photograph was probably 
1 ***** ¥2 taken in 19l.il or 19li2 before I entered the military service and 

because of the hats and dresses worn by the ladies present, it would 
Js2 i|^lead me to believe that it must have beer, during the springtime.. It 
«r s ^ ar< ^ T° r me remember so far back since it is nearly, a period ■ 

[5~ ~"i\ ^ of ten years; hoviever,' it seems that this meeting was sponsored by 
^^,$1 iNeither the Little Theatre Group or the Mary Anderson (Citizen’s 

/^Committee. I do not remember the principal speakers nor the topics 
■ discussed at the meeting' since the main reason for my attendance was 
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WFO .100-21x1^3 . 

that. I. would have the opportunity to talk with a movie star, JOHN 
GARFIELD.*'' ; ' . , ... • ' • ' - 


. . ' WITNESS : • ■ 

Major HARRIET; WEST, L303506, 
WAC, Assistant 'S-h, Wurzburg 
> Military Post, A.P.O. 800., 

■’ U.S,‘ Army. - • 

On October 21;, i$$l, Mrs. ELEANOR ARE HER wtt.row was' 
interviewed by. Special Agents HARMON RACK and 


She 


•advised -that she attended. a meeting at the Phy±±is wneatiey XWOA ., Rhode 
island Avenue and Ninth Street, Washington, D. G.-, in the. spring of 19U0 
•at which JOHN GARFIELD spoke and expressed his' regret .-.that colored people 
were' 1 , not.. 'allowed; to attend the' picture in which he was* appearing at' the 
Capitol' Theater, Washington., D. C« . " ' • ' 


- .Mrs. WIISON related that she was employed by the National -. 
Youth Administration at the time she attended’ this meeting but could not 
recall . the name of the person who invited her. to this meeting- or- the ' 
name of .the movie playing at the Capitol Theater to which GAR FIELD 
ref erred ; in . his speech. .. 


V ■ • ■ Mrs. WILSON, was of the opiniph that the meeting at the 

Phyllis Wheatley YWCA wa.s attended by approximately '200 people, that 
it was sponsored .by the United Federal Workers of America and that 
photographs and- more information could be obtained from- the Afro-American 
newspaper in Washington, D« C. ' • • ' 

. ’ ' Mrs.- WILSON- remembered ■ that ‘she was in -a group photograph . 
with GARFIELD and' other's taken. at this. meeting. She advised that she ' 
could recall no other movie stars or other dignitaries, attending this., 
meeting. She remembered that there was nothing of a subversive, nature 
brought to her ' attention at this meeting... • 

.•■• . wiinesSj ■ " •' . ’ :- ... 

' - - - . ■ . - - Mrs.' ELEANOR ARCHER .WILSON, ■. . • 

• Associated' Publishers, 1 66 West-.. 

Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. ■'. 
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• UNITED STATBP GOVERNMENT ! 


TO Y DIRECTOR, FBI (100-335707) 

SAC, WFO (100-2U153) 

SUBJECT: JOHN^t&RFIELD, ms. 

'• j '■ SECURITY MATTER - C . 

' ! PERJURY ' 

!■ , , 

. I ■ ■ ■ 

| Rerep of SA | 

fa't ’entitled as above. 


date: June 3, 1952 


dated June 3, 1952, 



At the time Major HARRIET WEST ms interviewed (December lli, 
1951) and gave the signed statement regarding her attendance at the, 
YWCA at the meeting which GARFIELD attended, /which Statement* was set 
out in the referenced report, she identified the individuals in the 
photograph taken at the affair as follows: ' * 


(1) AD4A BROWN 

(2) Unknown 

(3) ART (WALLACE) 

(U) Firs. ADDIS GARVIN 

(5) Mrs. HENRY WILLIAMS 

(6) Unknbxm 

(7) CLARENCE JOHNSON 

( 8) Mrs . CIAHENGE JOHNSON 

(9) ELEANOR ARCHER WILSON 

(10) Unknown 

(11) Unknown 

(12) HARRIET WEST 

(13) Unknown , 

(lR) Unknown 

(15) JOHN GARFIELD 


$ass?ftid by 


Decla» 

■ /H^^S = Wd3S^ASSIFIE»0*0^ D I 

^^ixCEPT WHERESttOWM 

OTHERWISE • >’ 


In addition she stated that Mrs.’ ARABELLA DENNISTON , ’ who ’ 

is the secretary for Mrs. BETBUNE, President of the National Council 
of Negro Women, could be of a much greater aid in determining the 
individuals in the photograph. She also . said that Mrs. DOUGLAS BRANCH, 
wife of Major BRANCH, Nurnburg, Germany, might prove 'to be of, 
assistance in this regard.' - ' - ' - • ' r .• 

On March lij., 1952, Miss . ALMA BROWN ms interviewed arid . • 
advised that she did not attend the National Negro Congress affair, 
held in March} 19U0, whieh the subject attended, and could furnish 
no information regarding that function. She was shown the photograph 
taken at the meeting and identified one of the individuals therein 
as' THELMA DALE- (number b in the photograph). 
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- 10CK2U153 

h'.-i!-.. ■ " ' i- . ^ r;-" V < idehtical.'-with;^ V*'£\Vl 

•*"-' V • ’ who - has- .;. ’ / '- /- •.•to'to/'-'to-'''' ,o/-~T f -toi X- 

By letter dated T-lareh 11, ,1 952, the Washington wield' Office .'to.’? ?• V 



’•/•. --to to and advised that she.did not ; attend the. affair. ;,held‘ at the./B/CA V > toto-\ ; . }*[-.. to 
s \> to in-March,,' 'l9hO,'. • and pouM furnish ho' infoa^atidh/honcerntof^' fei£h,er \f '■■•£' :?* " ' “ 

;‘ :' ' the- nieetfng .oy •• fche' ; .p s ejople' who- attended,; ' '.Shd- Vas-’.shQvin the photograph !■ 

it v;7 which -appeared in' the -Apridtod, i^O^/issheJ'bf ;tKe f^V to >*• »•>• 

■O * ' ' * if Ji**h L * r»'*' -L ~ tto* • ' I* j*. n to.. - to' rT' ' to 'to' . »- * - A » 



■ to,/ • -- / "to „ ./By letter dated February Id, X9$Z, theVBureau Mirected to, to/- to* 
,v ' ’the/ Hew XOEk%iOfficf, tQ>attemp,t 'to locate' and 'interview' ’Mr', and ttrs-i"’ 1 - V • ' ■ !h ' * \ 

' ,'•,;•■■ : ' ,pIAl&NGE ?// - to 7 ; W-' ,';/ to to? _ ■■ : -y^> v Z. to-to toV^ 4 ---\ 7 : \ 77 .- ' tv 

\- T'X £’£*■■■ • •■■■ /' tha’ .intSrtde^ V*/; ;V : to ' ' 

.to t /to out iii ’the’ 1 referencedtoreport • /to > to top- tototo ;. •;?.£ ;to-tovA' >; ' < *-• **'v* : '/* .-’ 

‘ O' ;-\ - " v / - Ve \yV A * v : -V : * V? 

: * ' ' ’• ‘ V >,/Mrs.' ARA™T,T.A T 1 T^T\T^d T^Tn^T. TvTp’h.'iTSriAl /I AiThnn I 1 -’ n ^*‘¥0 cr-rn iTrn«o«.'\r 'v ; X^ * 1 ’ :*• •• — '-■* «. 


V * C > > , : - 'P & " -exhx&jMd i d 

.f: ; -P;h^fhd.;±ddhtified. l|-> -and /Mrdv.^ria^^^^R (htoriher ' '($$- ^ • V, 

;X\.- '■/■ ' ■' • By: letter dated May- l6j l^Sjthe Biu^eau-advihedv that- an '-v: ? V ' ’•' 

J ' 1 ' •! Vi*HcS v^irn ar.f if? +.Vi ^PlhTdT XT A: TSATTj'' AAwn 4*'-? ''4-V»4 A' 4- 



'wife-. of Major .Mil Mir RRAUP . H Mmral iss trasse- 22. Wurhhiy gt- nerTtianyj-v jv{ ■>>'. >,- ' a ' 

• ; ;>v; •hp^vintda^'^-. y I an d| | Special, Agents?' p'; p.-- > V-. 


.. . ?v':'; : GJG.; ;.Ehe furnished a signed’ statement , to« the effect -.that' she -is :-'’? ^ -.- .y.v ? -•?'•,>, 6 ■-- 

.;." /unable -to furnish any information regarding the .National Nego Congress \Z<,% 7C '•: 1. 
:i •• .uV'"* meeting- xdlich: CAR?BStD' attended tor. conperning : the; identities' of /the '■'% ;. . 'H? ; •( 1 ?■ 

/d'-’-';;-', -Ph°Pl® whd, were there . ■ ? •-• »'?■ •'/’ : h-./ Xl'~ -v. .'‘/J, -to--/ - ’/- • 

t/ ; -to :|d P ' / ; ; ; ./\v : to ; . to:>/ V :/i? ld/h: : 'vV /? 




i :■ •'. 'r " •?; • :-• ‘t- -: '\ y\»J4r .'■T CF.A MF.Ti ' ito^youj^m whether, 4b your; kiowledge, 1' 5-yyy;'.?- ’;'• V ;-\ 
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\ l> Aife £V't ' 
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# de1ier!^e<i^W’:aetepi#^ £ 

' the ■'Mt^onal Negro ;'Cohgfess::at^ 


■' '-\ ; ■ •- On : October 16 , - ; 1931 1 PAUL ■ CROTCH*;^ ; admitted former r • .’ \'* : : 

.member of the; Communist Pe,rt^.fromV.,1925 nntll I9if2, : furnished. <the ’,••••'? 
following Iriformati&h^regdrdin^ OAf^FIEiiO in 'a.' statement .prepared- by; .': 
CROUCH.: ‘ ••; : ' ; , ; v -y\; ' tvd j-*- b - ’• * ■; y>’ vv'tb'V. - A:., 

t; * *'4 ;; , s. •' M 'J. k^yd.4eyer., me'^ JORlt^i^IEbP a^Slt, f ab^- 

a.H'/ ’iJ'n'tr ‘ vnici£i+ *? Vi rr t.tVTc»*k*ci ; Vfes o' ->^ vi ^ o r^y~\ 4 - eWrl- ','viA '- rivsVr v - V * ^ 


• through conversations, pver a period. of .. years/;T?ltb,' V>.' It .JEROME.,/- TEDb; 

^ERpJ® 9 n-’.mattdrb, dealihg/iyLih/;. -/' v ! 
■Hollywood and. the stage ih 1939rhO)y with.pgtPIS, PERRY'* and . 'PAUL .- ; 
CLINE, Party leaders in Los" Arigelesy thrpugh;- talks' in/thb California 
district Buro of ’the Party in l9hi »,■■. As ia ; result- of the - passage, of 
time yl ' am uriable to recall details of ■bpeeific/’ cenyersations or to. : t 
. phots b 

dbasbd : on the ..'discussxens : ;iri'. meetings-' hhd- with- indiyxdnal; ftd/iyb .1 'R 
f leaders is that 'ROhR .GARFIELD was da- member •atiiareei-' resnbhsible : * J <v 


the Central Committee 1 s apparatus for dealing with. .Hollywood'- and..-f/; : 
stage 'personalities‘.fromaboutl93h : daitil:he ; \ieitjthe-.party.^ 

.Others/ ! tndersfo9d-4ta .be/members/at large and -Ldlre.ctly- responsible/); 
;1fov%4 ; :0^t^-"Od^'ttee >ere -a 

EDWARD ROBINSON,)' and; lAMES .CApNEYf - 

the Comniimists /and/ldr t ; .' the)'f 3 arty^apprdx^ : ■. 

vre,c4ii~/tli^,: or^lstage 'land- Hollywood people pf i importance i'.r;epall;?b. 
meeting personally--as. Obmijioii'st^ ^ Party/jmerfib'ers^twef d 'CLIFFORD "PEElS'' -/ 

ma u *10$?. t) .) v ;" ; ;; 


TGaliforhia J)is; trlct'-Burp^ baring '.iRttlV'titttasbifiibo 

’ the Suggestion ti^t^tfeseypeogle- '.and; d^b^rs /jaot ; S:,; 


ICCLIAH-. rejectedth-e suggestion; that, such- requestf be’ 

:made. ' It was, clear -to me Shat the'se contributed financially 16^. the ' b| 
^Central ; Committee ".arid /therefore; the; -District could, dpt- ask'-- them, for; i ; ~z?Y ;; 
'fdnds. V d-K' ''t 

:-.4ith a, list of Hollwood boritributPrs' to the ?Pariar ^ahd'^ 


,: v'-’,. it ■-’• 


i-WMffm 






■w ‘ . , 


“ i.Ji - - - ■ ■*#*:> '~i ^P»lr * 




• contributions* to- the Communist magazine, New South ,----. This list ' included ; 
the .'names ofiCHAPLIN, BOGART, ROBINSON, JOHN GARFIELD,’ JAMES CAGNEY,. ' 
SYLVIA SIDNEY, CLIFFORD ODETZ-.-with the total Being some. 300 ( l-dld *f. 
not approach , these, • people for funds as' a result ,o‘f the outbreaks of - - £ \ , 
'the Ijorld IiTar and suspension of New South in September, 1939,—and’.- . 

duping the summer 1 .had been in .Mexico). "I did mail copies of .the-' ■ . * ; ; 
paper (June, 193? ."issue I believe) to theta so . they wo.ul'd be familiar Vj \ 
with the publication when we met, : I was told to use- .JEROME ks name-'". 

•in asking, for. contributions .-• w ; i \f,-\ *'•-/; *’ >/w V' '* . y-"' 

*: • . -. • , a JERpNE.- was- questioned on; this matter -before the i: Hous> t';> . s? : , 
.Committee on Un-American Abtiyities . ; The record Shows t he' ^following' 
questions and answers h ; -•* V? . . >'“• *. • j- - v« " .v r* 

; "Mh. IAVENNER: Did you make such a list,: Op any type Ofh-h;*'' ^ 

/ list avaiiable. to, PABt ,'CROUOB for, thev purpose:- of' soliciting' f unds *v,:f p ; 
for" the* publication .of" New'- South ?-" ... y ' " '»:„b 3 j 7/--f •! ' .y 

,- - -nMp; , . JEROME : What kind of list? Trliil .you^rbpeaf that ;please?-' : 

V, ■ • ' ; • - - "Mr . • -LAVENNER: A list' of; name s.; of ^individuals; in Hollywood f "/ 

,to he used hy PAUL CROUCH of any other ;per son for- the purpose, -of ?V3 ; 

' solid i ting" funds, for- -'the publication of New- Shuth v 

. , ■ f - -JEROME: - ;1 decline t<? answer thd. S , .question.-.^' exerciser ;i .- 2 

.of <;my , rights .against Seif-incrimihatioh. ■ l/vil.; j/}: 


'■ : : ft;..' ’ "%.;.;IAVENNER:' ..You. are acquainted ;w2 tip f AUL GROUCH? y? , ‘ V ' • 

' ’ .. -JEROIffi: I- deplane to answer this" ghestibn ..on - the same :v 

: 'grounds.",- /. .■ ' '"f'''-''; .? ■'<. • p-ftf 

3h' '.regard, to the ..information obtained frdm-Mf.sy EL^NdR fy . 
;V / ARCHER- PIELSON- on" October' 2k f ,1?5'1, -fw^dch. is set: out in^the Tdeta^iS-:’,; V' , 
*v;; ;bf;the: referenced, report^ ^^ICLSON- was; ashed'. i^she.wa'Sf 

■ to give a signed - statement and, advised, that she.-would, r^h.er. v ho-t 7 ^._;-'. 
' : view of the' ; f act. that the ' event took* place, so lbng' ago . 5 ;- f -.j "? : -*- 

< > j dh October 25 1 ; l?5l ? . «Srs>. ; BESSIE J. GOLDSTEIN and - hep - 
'; - .lUis-band, , LEO jQdLDSlE.iH'i accqmpanied by their. ’ v y. Z 

- * ’ • +’Ur\ /a 14^/sVs' /-v -v-« ,TTv> . A vw/>Vi4 A a ei - A-vt /J ^ 


bn. the ' part ;of the subject . ; They refused- to ahs.Wer ; . any. ’ quest ipns - 
- which would indicate ' that GAREIEED'' was a" member -of the Corroiuhist-;; 

" Party.:'b': ; V"*' . r b- \\ yy-i '■ ;V. : '.-.V' 








WFO 1'0Q-2Li152 


;.\*0 FRANK HoleU . ; 

tkshingtqn^ ,llv’.C'V>- .^dyiSe^ilTTBQYe^e^ 

■Theater; epons'p red- several parties, for filk \aiid-; stag# celebri^s \; 
ht , the Carliorr in the : eahljr 1914.0s; but that; he '.does, ;hQ,t :*recail r -- > ’•’ 
GlRFIBED ever attending such parties'- or 'ever 'heirig:^a : :guesttat. the 
Carltbn while he / S¥ADEEY> ;ms; ftanager »'YC/ h-’- • ;; ; , ’ ' V * . vtV:’ 






« y i' J ' '’dT: V*‘ ' - X >' ^ / 4'.* ’ 


: ;? r * 1 * ■ ; ; ^ ^ •-* '£ v r. v ~ ^ i*/ / > 

* “ ' * V ^ \ * > ' ‘T'. “ - 5 t, .‘ff V^- VI ^ ^ 


v;- 7 -/ ~ ; V. ; % ; 'c'Z' Hm y'* *?.' ^ ^ ?' • 3 4 : 'i 


>*. * <■ *: : ' - * r , 
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Office 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT! 


MemMmdum • 

/ 


« 



Mr, Tolson 
L, B, Nichols 


JOHN GARFIELD 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: May 26, 195&, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN. IS UNpSSIFlM^ x A 
DAT E ID JtD&L B 




Ladd 

Clegs 

Olavln _ 
Nichols . 
Rosan 




George Sokolsky me this morning that ±he_T,mi.i. § 

Ni 2 e r_law_ fj,_rm^h as_ seized all of John^a Tyj,.eJj±fs^papejis , iupjMdfny 
the gather lengfhji statement which he had drafted and whfcfi tos 
in the gossgssignggf Arngld Forstgx 'gfsMs. •Antz~77efamt^ on League . 



Sgkglsjcy stated that he has always had th. feeling ,J a&a. 
Garfigld, if he eyejr opened up and told, the truth . could open th, i,e_ 
Co^mnisT infiltration ne ver iSa lH flk e 

before * WEiLe he doesnotknow tne'CPn Petit of the "Garfield state- 
ment, in mew of the wifefs known OomMunfat lpanings, he is in- 
dined to think that its seizure may have been an attempt to sup - 
§ress Tt ~, wm —~~ 

He further stated Gpj^field 'had tol d hiJSLJm. ms broke a nd 
that a large portion of his money had gone to various causes and 
organisations , Jfe asked Ga .n.li.e 2 d-.. whejre _ his files were, and Gar-, 
field toldJk bLMsLJbcuMi&. z^^ad^sumjs^a M^MS^. w± tediaxL-s.o.me^ 

The thought occurs to me that it might be highly desirable 
to contact the' 'Lou-i s ' Nisef 1 lay 'firm for the purpose of reviewing r 
the J 0 hn Garfield statement for any information which 4t >/ M’Lght have I 


on other matters, in which we are interested , 

RECORDED * 3§ 


ce; 
cc : 


Mr, Ladd > r - '-V 
Mr, Belmont- 



LBNihmc 




U EL/- 


l-*' 









* 


'lps 


SAG, ...New York . (IOO-69O7I1) 


' June. 3 9 1952 


. '. ■ \ /. Director,. FBI .(loo. y.: 

. : ' JQHNMARFIELD* was <£)Q nii/foSA* **' 

q&ecurity Matter - CONTAINED 

. glS!5®2®® 


4 vl#'.v 




'Re &vlet dated May 1, 1952, with which was forwarded 
a '.Photostat of a document prepared by the subject entitled 
"Don 't Be- A Sucker ■ For A Left Mo okf f ' and 'wh%aK;iobe/.jm&e ' . . ; „ 
available to. the ’Bureau bp- the Ahti~Defamation Lebgtie. ori a?, . . 

• confidential bae is • ■y- ; --y*'- •.> •> * * .■ ' 

The Bureau- is,. now in' receipt of advice from George; v - t 
Sokolsky, columnist, to the effect that on the morning of 
May 26, 1952, the . JLout$; Miser law f irm seised, all of / > » T 

.•••• Garfield's papers > .including, a rather lengthy Statement ; w)ii ch 
'["■,/he hod ..drafted dnd was in. the possession of. Arnold Forster - , ; v-v « 
‘ of the, Mntt ^Defamation League , , /So kolsky- expressed the opinion M -J-' 
that in /view of the ’ kftown Gommunist leanings on -the- [part of 
Garfield Is- wife the .seizure /of this -unidentified ./stdtementy . -■-/ 

■ -may§have been ah attempt to "suppress it * : Gar fie Id is alleged 
■to %&ve informed Sokolsky ' recently that he was broke and that 
"'.a Y<&tge portion of his funds' had gone to various, causes' and 
■ r jo ; rggxiisatipns\ 'AtftHdt time, Sokolsky \ dyked Garfield where: > : -\s/.i 
. t , ,/Mf.S’‘%iies were locdied '" and; Garfield replied -that \ih e/ldwyera ,. ; ; 
:hgd v#ad; S'pny.* y?y/ • ' ■}& : i -0' 

. , ‘/’ It is noted thdt the statement in. question:, referred . 

V to bjij Sokolsky $ May be the document entitled n Don't Be A . 

Sucker For A- Left Hook* " It is also noted tiht: at/ the time ■ 

•- Garfield was interviewed .at. the "Mew York Offioe oft Mdy 10, / 

; 1952$ one Sidney Davis yf 'the Louis Nisei -law ftr^/pes present*/. ■_ 

.// . ' v” :\t 'L fph are requested' to arrange, contact with, the Louis 
"‘■"Miser ' : $aw: firm f or the : :-puT t 'p6'ee'. i $far‘- ftp. .any; dtateiitent. or 


' 


document prepared by Garfield wH&dh May be /of inter est to/the 
’ Bureau* 1 . /The. basis for/'the ihfarMdtidri^iHdicating the law */ 
firm to be in possession of such, a st.at,emept should - Ndt^-be 
divu2ged«dt the time of thisMibb^tdbl^'hhd^I ikewihe, ^e^fdot 
that the; Bur eau has knowledge of Garfield f s staiegenizg'pon H 
/Be 4 Subkel: For "A Lef t Mo o$ n Should not be revealedV/Hfo'mpe.r . 
; ■ /'ft ‘*u r . v ’ " •» ’•'* ; - %-x& 

.Jr- - 2 ^; 
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-the: -bureau'- is desirous of ascertaining whether. Oar fie id 
/ prepared any additional- Statements relating to Communist 
•'V ' infiltration in theatrical circles either in Hollywood dr s s > 
Hero York or whether additional attempts were made by- ^ .'•/ 

1 , • Garfield to explain his affiliat ion with front groups and ' - 

■■/' his testimony before the House Committee pH iCn ^American ■ 

' ’ ", ’’ ACt.iUitie.Sjf „'V, ■ ■ v , ' . "" / . - , ' •' 
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JOHN GARFIELD, WAS* SM - C. PERJURY. * 

■■ tu *t «a.T T.HE-TIME~0,E^LS^.EAJJi^iJA 

OF j^gSIBLD^R&'E--^^ MAPTFYING HIS TESTIMONY 

t rT ft c g^t p TO RE. J^JIEBA ILlj&LJLJli^^ ~ 

LASTYEARJEFOROI^^ ' CARD 

IN ut R NEW STATEMH^Jl^^ " ITU 

-- ADMITTED he workep_closely_uixh 

talk 

GARFIELD- . 

“eD ITED TO. A GROUP OF LEADING NEW YORK ANTI-C0MMUN1STS W^ ^ 
WHOM HE HAD BEEN MEETING" * IT IS 

TTrM T£ , twat prepared by Gmm£jrnjm~Mm J k $ * 0RW - fi — 

TO IN THIS nrT rt PR 

DETAILS RE GARFI ELDS 

death or statement made subseouentt to x^jOg J&NED 
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WASH 75 FROM NEW YORK 


URGENT 


11-57 


Mr, Tolson _ 

Mr, Cleggs 

Mr. Giavin 

Mr. Harbo. 

Mr. R.*s-n 

[ Mr. Tracy 

: Mr. Laughlin 

Mr. Mohr. 

Tele. Hoo rn 

Mr. Holloman 

MW Gandy * 


IRECTOR 


JOHN GARFIELD, WAS., SM DASH.C, PERJURY. REBULT JUNE THIRD LAStTTT^ 
. INSTRuc TING THAT INQUIRY BE MADE OF LOUIS NIZER LAW FIRM FOR PURPOSE ' 

I 0F ^VIEWING STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY PREPARED BY GAR^EELD, SUBSEQUENT TO 
INTERVIEW BY THIS OFFICE. MYTEL OF MAY TWENTYSECOND LAST SET FORTH INFO 
RECEIVED FROM BENJAMIN R.' EPSTEIN AND ARNOLD FORSTER OF ADL, TO EFFECT 
THAT STATEMENT PREPARED BY GARFIELD AS REPORTED IN PRESS WAS MERELY. 
RESTATMENT OF PREVIOUS ONE ENTITLED QUOTE PO NT BE A SUCKER FOR A LEFT,. 
HOOK. UNQUOTE FURTHER THAT GARFIELD HAD PREPARED A LETTER OUTLINING 
HIS ASSOCIATIONS AND RECOLLECTION THEREOF FOR A POTENTIAL MOVIE EMPLOYER. 
AT THAT TIME FORSTER ASSURED THIS OFFICEJTHAT NOTHING IN EITHER OF - 
THESE WAS CONTRADICTORY TO HCUA TESTIMONY, NOR ANY INFO ADDITIONAL TO 
THAT FURNISHED BY GARFIELD ON INTERVIEW. IN VIEW OF ABOVE BURE AU 
ADVISE IF CONTACT WITH NIZER LAW FIRMS ST ILL DESIRED. 
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, URGENT 


Transmit the following message to: JUNE 11 , 1952 - 

V . ■ . *\ v ./ . SAC, NEW YORK : *■ 7 

:7 '••//■■ • . ■ • •- ' ' : 

JOHN GARFIELD, V/AS.y 8 M DASHiC,} PERJURY, REURTED JUNE NINE:.. - • > 

LAST., ' BUREAU; DESIRES CONTACT 'BE ’MADE. WITH ’ LOUIS* NlZER. LAW : if v . 


' FIRM- AS INSTRUCTED BULRT JUNE THREE IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN- 
WHETHER STATEMENT OF INTEREST TQ. BUREAU WAS .PREPARED BY . / ( 

GARFIELD "OTHER [THAN DOCUMENT QUOTE: DON’T BE A &UCKER. FOR A % - . *; / • 

\ deft Hook unquote, . , / ■. t ; , ’ •' - •• , / •>. ' /\ ' - / / ‘ ' 
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October 8, *1951 




MEMO. 


.It; 5^ xntitfjuKju u 


Re; JOHN GARFIELD, wasT ® 1 b-*>> 


SECURITY MATTER - Cj PERJURY 



Pfmanant >n ■* w^^^ atioh aet forth.' in. the memor-- r i 

dated August. 21, 1 <5Slj_i2LJ5his 


andura of SA, i aauea august 21, I Q^l. in t b 

matter and supplementary information provided by SA| 1 

L 1 interview with Mr. and Mrs.' HARRY GERSH of 20k Dant e 

Avenue, Tuckahoe, New York; Was conducted by SA. HERBERT B. GRANT 

S ar>4 , aywl\ O rs n rsr'n 


-‘b6 , 
b 7 C 


- j Aticjjry jlux'h, wtts conau< 

and the writer on September 29, 1951- 


. v. .. K rs . GERSH, the . former VIOLET EBERIL, advised that 

pLp h | 1930. through 1932 .she was a member of the. Bronx 

-forum 3iie d ? scribed as a discussion or open ' 

fo^group which met m various places in the vicinity of .. ; 

a»d Southern Boulevard, 'Bronx, New York City. She * ' 

stated lhat the group held their meetings occasionally in aa 

?he°S?t^? Ple ri n that .vicinity and also at the headquStSrs of * 
the Unitarian Church also in that vicinity. She stated that 
the group was headed by the Reverend LEON ROSSER LAND, whom 
?S e 4- d f5 cribe ? as a minister of the Unitarian Church. She stated ' ' 
^ !L & e # membership in the Bronx Free Fellowship was loosely 
n _.7 d ib bbe s fnse that there was no real rosterrpf members 
but fi m ply consisted of a participating group 
ShA C o-t-fJ n | r S d I speaking was the same from meeting, to meeting. 

She stated that the meetings: were conducted free of parliamentary 

addOd e tSt wb?i th ?J meeting style was most. Informal. She * ; 

RW^fJ-^bS *?, the Fellowship was under the sponsorship of the - 
-7 hat lt was completely free of. actual religious 
?nd by the same token fairly free from political 

She , stated that the membership by and large consisted 


( // 


nroqtr x. ^^cerning^ fractionalizing within the fellowship 
■ Jl 3 * UERSH^ stated that while her group, the. socialistic group, J ‘ 
definitely anti-Communist she was not aware of any particular 

who could be classified as be^ng within 
he. Communist camp. She stated that to her recollection the 
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fellowship was not seriously divided between young Communist 
league and 'the 'socialist group not was she aware of any effort 
on the part , of any C ommunist who might have been a part of the . 
fellowship to attempt to capture the group for their purposes. - : 
She stated that the lack of parliamentary proceedure in the 
handling, of their meetings was such as to effectively forestall 
any possible attempt by the young Communist league to capture either 
the group or the conduct of the various meetings they held. 

Concerning the subject of this case, Mrs. GERSH . 
advised' that she, during the period 1930 to 1932, was extremely • 
well acquainted with him on a purely personal basis.' She stated 
tha t the subject was never a member of the Bronx Free Fellowship 
and if he' attended any of their meetings it was on possibly one 
'or two occasions when he accompanied her to a meeting at her 
requests She advised that her recollection of axy visits he made 
to. a fellowship; meeting, was in, a, purely spectator vain and that 
he -did' not’ "take part in any of the discussions' which were had 
at those, various times. , . 

” ‘ . She stated that the basis of her personal connection 

with the subject whom she thenlknew as JULES GARFIELD was one of ( 
boy and , girl, friend. She advised that sometime: in 1930 she met' *■'? 
the subject at , a summer camp at Wingdale, New York, where the sub- j 
ject was then a counselor in tennis or some other sport. She ; 

" stated hat he was ' extremely poor and in those days politically J ? 
unawakened. She advised that insofar as he Said anything or did 
anything he appeared to have absolutely no interest in the j| . 

political scene. She stated that she could definitely state the \ 
subject was not then a member of the young’ Communist league . ‘ 
because if such had been true.; that would have meant the termination . 
of their personal relationship. She added that during that period - 
the subject was. in attendance on a s ctolar ship ’;at the EVA LE • 1 

GALLIENE School for actors on East :19th Street, hew York City*, i , j 
She stated his entire life, and his (entire thinking was taken up t ! j 
with the field of acting and insofar da she/knew absolutely un- 
concerned with political matters'; . She recalled that the subject! ; { 
in those days lived in the vicinity of .East l8lst Street and \ - 
' Southern Boulevard, in, Bronx, New York* ■ ♦ // - *)/•; 

.* • ;,v . / /. / V • } 

- .v . ^ _ * ,, Mrs.GERSH advised thdt her romance with the sub- •* • 
ject terminated in 1932 for. reasons which wer& not political. , . 

She advised that subsequent to 193? she was in contact with the" 
subject ’on one occasion and that being a- letter she directed to 

1 i‘ v /■, * : * . *• T >*" • yf 1 i - . 
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him-and which remains unanswered to this, date., 

... . Mr. GERSH advised that in the late 30* s, possibly- ; 
I937-I938, he was part of the Southern Tenant Farmer^ Union / -1 
with headquarters in New York City. .This Organization .he des- % , 
bribed as one interested in the plight of the southern tenant ; v ; . 
farmers and to this effect in that period of years they scheduled 
a Week known as Share CbOpperfe Week. He advised that this week - 
was for the purpose, of raising funds to assist the destitute ; 
southern tenant farmers and this . on one occasion ran a/ benefit 
performance to raise funds*. : \ 


He added that the organization contacted the ■ ; 

- subject at- that- time to .appear on their platform, as, a benefit j 

v. x.. : performer . He! stated that the subject agreedrd to perform but v. ; . ; 

/*/:■■■. y approximately a week to ten days before, called to state': that ... yi ; J 

. b V '.; . he was. unable to make an appearance bn the occasion scheduled. 

r -, v Mr. GERSH; stated that recalling his 1 wife's, interest / ; . '} 

•• >.*“>, in the subject requested that she. write GARFIELD^ reminding him . .. .], 

Sr'- of his agreement to perform with the view of having the subject :%• * * 

; V- changing, his mind,.-' This- letter which, Mrs. GERSH advised she did *'i ? 

. ^7.’. write the subject ’ is the letter referred to heretof ore and whibh. * : • Ijl 

'■■■' remains unanswered, ; \V ' ./ . •_ ‘ '* ' .• / v .. ' ' ,v.; ' ,j 



, Xu this connection, . Mr • GERSH advised that it is 

r > ' of interest to note that. on. the night their benefit performance 

. was scheduled, on the night when GARFIELD was scheduled to. appear# % -* 

, that he failed to do so but ; appeared on the platform of a, rival 
organization which he descirb.ed. as. Coimaunist dominated and whih' . " 

• he then and now interprets as an. effort by the Communist group ^ /' . -/ 

-.to sabotage the efforts of the Southern Tenant;' 'Farmer * s League 
.to run, ,a successful benefit performance. ”, 

i / Mr. GERSH stated that he was unable” to recall the •; • ‘ 
/■' name of the Communist organization which ran a performance on. the 
\ same night but -he described them as having a title similar in 
'.I'/,' sound as theirs.' \... . J4 \ y. ' v .V-'. / ’• -’/V : ;• 
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. -*• ' - ' n-ffoo h advised that subsequent to 1932 she 

Mrs. GERSB IS activities of the Bronx Free . 
had no information as ^ that two other individuals could . 
Fellowship but suggested that two ^ whQ fflay - be ln a position 

t^supply^ihf orraation foncerning the fellcwship subsequent to .,. , 

' 1932. ■ ' • " - . *. " •• 

8h*'.4«S^be4 New . 

.LEVINSTHK of j%%8FS£i t a- teachei- in the Hew .York M*T / 
ISficMw on Staten mand. - ' ' ... . 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


D, M, LADD 


FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



DATE: M ay 2, 1952 


A, H, BE1 

0 

JOHN GARFIELD, was, 

JSECURITT MATTER - 0} PERJURY 


PURPOSE: 


^ __ T&evsh* 

pubTisheW'Vn-'-bhe January 1952 issue l^NMlkagasine 
n Commentary , n which is published by the American Jewish 
Committee, 



Gandy_ 


DETAILS: 


On September 29 , 1951 , in connectio n mldih the. 


. „ ... ->p 

inve_st i gation of instant case. Special Agents , 

find James A, Davis of the New York Office conducted 


an interview with Mr, and Mrs, Harry Gersh, 204 Dante Avenue , 
Tuckahoe, New York, Investigation in the Garfield perjury 
case had disclosed that Mrs, Harry Gersh, the former Violet 
Eberil, had been Garfield 1 s girl friend during the period 
from 1930 to 1932 and the purpose of the interview was to 
obtain from Mrs , Gersh any pertinent information she could 
recall from her^^gssopiption wp:h Garfield, - < ^ 

A memorandum for the New York' Off ice file dated 
October 8, 1951, reflecting the results of this interview 
was prepared by Special Agent Davis and a copy is attached , 
This memorandum indicates that Mrs, Gersh freely discussed 
her relationship with Garfield as well as her activities in 
the Bronx Free Fellowship, a Socialistic discussion group 
to which she belonged during this period. According to Mrs, 
Gersh, Garfield accompanied, her to one or two meetings of the 
Bronx Free Fellowship purely as a spectator. She advised 
that her romance with Garfield terminated in 1932 and she has 
not seen nor heard from him since. She advised that so far 
as she knew Garfield hadiy.no interest whatever in political\ 
matters but was entirely occupied with the field of acting. 


be 
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to Garfield about 1937 3 requesting Garfield to appear at a 
benefit performance put on by the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union of which he 3 Gersh y was a member , The purpose of this 
benefit was to raise funds for destitute southern tenant 
farmers, Garfield did not answer this letter but 3 according 
to Mr, Gersh 3 appeared at a benefit of a rival organisation 
described as Communist dominated by Mr, Gersh but the name of 
which he could not recall, Mrs, Gersh furnished the names of „ 
two other individuals who might possess information concerning 
the Bronx Free Fellowship during the period from 1930 to 
1932 , 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE: 

The Bureau's files reflect that the American Jewish 
Committee 3 which publishes the magasine "Commentary 3 " has 
been continuously anti -Communist in expression since its 
incorporation in 1911, In 1944 it withdrew from the American 
Jewish Conference when the Jewish People 's Fraternal Order y 
a Communist -dominated group s was admitted to membership in 
the conference. The American Jewish Committee has been attached 
several times by the "Daily Worker" as a "Red-baiting organisation ," 

The article by Harry Gersh appears on pages 38 through 
43 of the January 1952 issu'e of the "Commentary, " A copy of 
this issue is attached. An editor ' s footnote on page 38 reads 
as follows • " Came the 1950' s 3 and' thousands of quiet 3 law- 
abiding Americans found themselves undergoing an experience 
novel to the American scene: the FBI came to their homes and x 

asked them to talk about someone they knew - not in the way 
of idle gossipj but to help fill out an FBI dossier, Here } 

Harry Gersh tells of such a visit 3 and describes how he and his 
wife felt about it, Mr, Gersh is Assistant Educational 
Director of the Textile Workers of America' .(CIO ) and has been 
a frequent contributor to " Commentary , 

The article itself purports to relate the details 
of the interview and frequently plays up the alleged shock 
to ■' average Americans caused by FBI Agents coming to their 
homes and questioning them about thir activities and associates 
of years ago. There are no charges as to the conduct of the 
interviewing Agents s although Gersh attempts to portray the 
Agents as sinister individuals in spite of their typical 
American appearance and manner. 



2 



HARRY GERSH; 

■4s stated above 3 Gersh is the Assistant Educational 
Director of the Textile Workers of America and a frequent 
contributor to " Commentary , " Neither Gerph nor his wife 
has been the subject of a Bureau investigation • The Bureau* s 
files 3 however 3 reflect the following information concerning 
a Harry Gersh . The "Daily Worker ** of July 2 3 1937 3 contains 
an article concerning a demonstrati on t organised by the Communist 
Party in front of the Italian Consulate in New York City on 
July 1 3 1937, The "Daily Worker" reflects that among the 
persons addressing the crowd was Harry Gersh 3 New York City 
Secretary of the North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy, Other speakers included Hal Siegal 3 a known Communist 
Party member 3 and Tim Holmes } at that time Educational Director 
of the New York State Communist Party, (61-7566-550) 

The North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 
was cited as a Communist organisation by the Attorney General 
on April 27 3 1949 * 

The Bureau's files further contain a letter on the 
official stationery of the Italian- American newspaper "La 
Stampa Libera 3 " signed by Harry Gersh 3 Assistant to the Editor, 
The letter is an appeal for funds to assist the newspaper 
which is described as "the one authoritative voice of anti- 
Fascist Italy, " The letter further states that "after twelve 
years there is danger that our championship of the worker s 3 
our efforts to end that tyranny and despotism that is Fascism 
may have to end," (61-7561-163X1) 

OBSERVATIONS ; 

It appears obvious that Gersh siesed upon the inter- 
view as the topic for an article primarily because of the * 
attitude taken by many organisations 3 anti -Communist as well 
as pro-Communist 3 that prying into the past activities and 
associates of an individual constitutes a violation of his or 
her civil liberties, Gersh attempts to make a routine inter- 
view appear as an invasion of the privacy of an average American 
home. Both Gersh and his wife 3 had they so desired 3 could have 
declined to submit to the interview. They not only did not do 


3 - 


so but on the contrary freely discussed pertinent matters 
with the interviewing Agents, .Although the article is 
obviously exaggerated in many ways and false inferences may 
be drawn about the Bureau's reason for conducting the interview, 
it is not felt , in view of the information set out in this 
memorandum concerning Gersh, that any useful purpose would 
be served by pursuing the matter any further with either Gersh 
or the American Jewish Committee . 

ACTION t 


None , this is for your information 
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Office Memorandum ■ »n.ted sta£ oovanmakt ' 

Director, FBI date: May 16, 19^2 

/aQ Attention: Mr. Milton A. Jones 

: V^SAC, New York Crime Records Section 

/ \V (^(100-69074) _ * SPECIAL DELIVERY 

'« N JOHF GARFIELD; X 

SECURITY MATTER - C > s? 

PERJURY 
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J3 'A-*!- 


Reference is made to the telephone conversation had 'this 
date between Mr. Milton A. Jones and Special Agent James A. Davis 
of this office. 

There are being forwarded herewith the original and two 
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recorded-® 


June 4 , 1953 




Mr *. Mauef^l emends 
General Delivery ' 
Eentbn y Texas 




Dear Mr* . Clements: 

K -? * >, O roar _ ; de^^^pMsi^Ur&'ed r ‘Ma^'3ip 1953, . has '. : : V-V' ; ' 
■/■been' received *; *•’ ’ • ‘ '* " ' • - ,v *’* • •“• * ""■ 


. . ,-X sincerely appreciate' Ehe/ courtesy and 

interest which prompted . you to furnish me your- views ■" 
on this flatter 1", ’ll : ’ - ‘‘r 



yours. 


J ohn Ed gar Moo ver 
- . j Director > \ .. - 
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Office Memoranda s 


Mr, Tolson 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: May 21, 1952 


FROM : L, B, Nichols 

SUBJECT: JO HN%ARF IELD , Deceased 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

PERJURY 


slohn Booth of "hhelntejp^ ifeics Servicp _ i tele - 

oftonicallz/^ inquired .a? llrT^^Gui re' Tn my cTEsence tonight at r 
6 ; 4<5 p.ro. as to whether the FEI was i nvesti gating John Ga rf_ie_ld j> 8 
wfto died today in~ New York, on a poss ible pe rjury 'charge. Booth 
stated apparently the stony has gotten abroad in New York that 
Garfield was under active FBI investigation at the time of his ^ 
death, \ t 



led that the FBI had no comment to make. 


The fact of the matter is that at the V 

Department a pe nd, ing enues J^ iadt i on ^j^ti^^^reau was under wa y _tn 
the New York, Office to check, the possibility of Ga r fiel d '^hgvfng^ 
committed perjury, r ~ “ 

Mr, Belmont of the Domestic Intelligence Division was 
advised of the inquiry and concurred in the no comment reply. 




cc : Mr, Ladd 

cc : Mr, Belmont 


JJM:h 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


RECORDED - ^ 
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11-53 PM 


Sf. Earbo- 
Mr. Eosen_ 
Mr. Tracy- 


Mr. LaBgHSm. 

Mr. iBMffi. 

Tele. Sicrora 

Sr. ®dHoisiKi5 — 
Slsa <Sar% 





JOHN (SrFIELd/ WAS., SM-C, PERJURY. REBUTEL JUNE ELEVEN, LAST. 


SIDNEY DAVIS, OF LAW FIRM OF LOUIS NIZER, ATTORNEY FOR SUBJECT, 
CONTACTED EVENING OF JUNE TWELVE, LAST. HE ADVISED THAT SOLE ADDIT- 
IONAL DOCUMENT PREPARED BY GARFIELD PRIOR TO DEATH WAS DRAFT OF 
LETTER TO POTENTIAL MOVIE EMPLOYER OUTLINING CIRCUMSTANCES WHEREBY 
HE HAD BEEN CALLED BEFORE HCUA. DAVIS STATED NOTHING IN STATEMENT 
CONTRADICTORY TO HCUA TESTIMONY AND CONTRARY TO PRESS REPORTS ADMITTED 


NO PERJURY NOR MAMED NO CP MEMBERS. DAVIS STATED HE RETURNED THE 

f; — | T| 

DRAFT OF THIS LETTER TO GARFIELD-S WIDOW BUT WILL ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN A 
COPY OF SAME FOR REVIEW BY THIS OFICE. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED. V 
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£L IHFORSlATlJm CON 


kiS&'SAOjl'i I 
AiNED 


HOLD PLS 
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STANDARD FORM, NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


* 


TO : 
PROM ; 
SUBJECT: 


Mr, Tolson 
L, B, Nichols 
JOHN QaRFIELD 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: June 20, 1952' 

Mi CORTAINED^fe 

1 1 r rx VkV \ - il M r>! 'ACQlt'lPn Glavln 


„u 4 ,,. { ... UNCLASSIFIED 

OATEiS^BY^eifiSL^S 


J ftod previously reported that the Louis . Ni 2 er law 
firm had seised all of John Garfield '3 papers , Jftis was based 

upon information from George Sokolsky 

27ie JVew Torft - Office interviewed Sidney Davis, who 
advised that the sole additional document prepared by Garfield 
prior to his death was a draft of a letter to a potential movie 
employer ; that there was nothing in the statement contradictory 
to his testimony , 



In a .conversation with Victor Riesel , he inquired 
whether we had ever gotten the Garfield papers, inasmuch as he 
and Sokolsky had discussed the matter of additional papers pre- 
pared by Garfield, I told Riesel we had not gotten any papers ; 
that Sidney Davi3 had merely stated there was nothing significant 
prepared. 


f Riesel stated this is not true; that there were several 

pages of notes dictated to Helen Auer f back, who is secretary ta 
Arnold Forster; that these notes point out who contacted Gar- 
field in connecti on with various fronts, tell of how one of 
Garfield's secretaries influenced hvm into various activities 
and give.z a very good and complete picture of Garfield's 
i activities , which he felt we should have in our files in order 
| to have a full picture. 


Riesel stated there would be no objecti on, if we 
wanted to go back to Davis, to telling him in an intervi ew with 
Victor Riesel, Riesel had told us there were several pages of [A 
stenographic notes which Helen Auerbach had which had been turnedu 
over to Davis, y 


It is suggested that we follow through on this • 


cc: Mr, Ladd 

ca Mr, Belmont 


LBN : hmc 


\ 
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Assistant Attorney Cfen era! , J " am es Mi Heine rney 
CMminal Division 

■ , Director , FBI ' 4 

' O ■ - ' 

JOHN GARFIELD) . was. 

■: , SECURITY MATTER - <? ’ ■ ' V 

PERJURY ‘ v \ , ‘ • 

FBI fils 100*335707. 

•v / .v * • ' - \ 


fune 1$, 1952 



Reference is made to your Memorandum . dated 
Hay 25, 1951, (iMHtDLFiVb Jk6-l-12*8k5)$. in the captioned 7 
matter * r • ■ ‘ s . 

y/iere 6 fefl£ enclosed Qte_ooj >y each of the reports ;^ c 

0 / Special Agent I _f I r . nfl 4r? , frfl7fi |g> dated June 2, 

1952, and SpecialTg&nt I . . j Washington, D. C., 

dated June 3 , 1952, pertaining to this investigation. .. .. 

. Jr* view of the death of John Garfield on Hay 21, 1952$ 
investigation of this matter has been suspended and the attached- 
reports reflect only investigative activity conducted by this 
Bureau prior to Garfield [s death.. Another such report is • 
being prepared by our Hew York Offi ce and will be submitted > .-ft 
to you immediately upon its receipt. No further investigation 
Will be. conducted by, this Bureau, in connection with this 
matter in the absehjse of a specific reguest from you* 



;\ W¥K:jd^ , 

V \ 
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V • ’ ‘ \r •« JL 

KtUORUti)-^ ... • ' i.T, r - j " . - 
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c-^Ufi « : if yyMj ww3.*,“ jJJlw 
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• SAG, l lew York (lOO-6$Q7k) , 

3-3 &‘A'j '{ ..." '■ 

Director, FBI ( 100-335707) , 


JOHN GAR FIELD, was, 
SECURITY MATTER - , G 
PERJURY 


June S3, 1952 


, y : . we&E&W 

Rebulet 6*3-52 and Uriel 6-13-52. : 



/ ■: Concerning the matter of additional documents left , 

by Garfield prior to his death , the Bureau id in, receipt 
of the following information from Victor Riesel who hast been 
contacted b y your of fi ce in connection with this matter ., * . 

Riesel advises there were Several pages of notes dictated to 
Helen Auerbach, who -is Secretary to Arnold Forster of the 
Anti -Defamation League, and that these notes point out the 
identity of the individual who contacted Garfield in connection 
with various fronts, relate the manner in which one of Garfield's- 
secretaries influenced hi$ participation in various activities 
and are alleged to give a very good and complete picture 
of Garf field '8 activities ^ F Riesel felt this information should 
be available to the Bureau for the Completion of our files. 


It is noted Riesel was inf ormed that Sidney Davis of 
the, Louis -Miser law firm had stated no document of any 
si gnificance' had been prepared , by Garfield prior to < his death,* 


Riesel ha s advised that, he would have no objection 
if Bureau representatives in an interview with Davis advised, 
him that Riesel had informed the Bureau there were several - 
pages of stenographic notes gives- to Helen Auerbach which 
allegedly. had been made available ia Da pis , 


- In view of the above, it is suggested that DaviS .f 
' of the Louis Riser law firm be recontacted in an effort to 
determine the accuracy of the information forwarded by Riesel:, 

In the event. Riesel '8 allegation is true y copies of any,-- , . 
documents prepared or dictated by Garfield which would be 
’ of interest to the Bureau should be obtained and forwarded for 
. review . It is. suggested this - -matter? be • afforded, your prompt 
attention, .in order that Riesef h all# gat '$pn. may be substantiated 
dr refuted d.t an early date , , r L 

• - ■ .• ' - •• “ V -,•/? £? ^ v' ! ' . 
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SAG, New" TprH, (lOQrfyOjk) 


August 5 , ' 2952 


Director > FBI ,( 100*335707 ) 


JOHllnAR FIELD 3 was,, 

. SECURITY MATTER - ' C - 
PERJURY • ■■■■■'■ 


'Jt'eimXet ;-6*£3~5kj ahdlUrtet 

■ . Please adds e the Bureau at once the present » "yf- 

status of th is natter , including , details offurther 
contacts with Sidney Davis concerning the letter, allegedly . ' 

dictated by Garfield to : a prospe ctive motion- picture ff 

employer j which Davis indicated he would, attempt to: obtain • { 

from Garffeldf s w %f ‘e . It\ is furthep f pgue sted that you . /'"« 

•inform the. Bureau the -date -fyoUr tffdce' npm;-&%pe ct:$' td-if ‘ r V‘ *V. /• 
submit' the closing report in this’ matter i . ; - ' -X, 




PSQURITY INFORMAL ION , - 

; j MH : ; -v 

, c/tD.he Attorney General ' • ■ / 


(£$[ Director, FBI,. 





m 



July 10, 1952 


,»# SIDNEY MARTIN - DAVIS, ' .. r ‘ v f ■ ' '• 

'$*. ' , . ' * 1 '■ •’ . •• . ; . V* . ' 

. Sidney M. Davis, New York, New York, .at torney 

■ for the recently deceased movib actor John Garfi&ld,. on v 
, July 3, 1952, 'advised Agents of this Bureau that, he^may : 
shortly return to, government service as Administrative . ; 
Assistant to the Attorney, General,, which post has been 
offered to him by. you, Davis indi cated. t 'hat he has , , 
.endeavored to secure .leave of -absence Jto,, accept -the ; , . 

. prof erred post. ^(Unrecorded teletype from NY"- ” John '"Garfield 
S# t G, Perjury, 7/3/52) / / / . v /v ' /r J ‘ .. ■' > r ; .; t/ . 

’»*• * Sidney Davis ’Was* investigated in- June and July, ' . 

1945, ' as' a Departmental applicant -attorney . . .Memorandum . and ; : 
‘copies of reports in that investigation were furnished to ; ... , 

•: the Department, 'directed to your attention, on June -29, 30, 
■/•July 2, 3, • 4> 6, 11, and. : 18,- 1945, c'aptioned ’’Sidney ,- , 

Martin. Davis-, .Departmental •Applicant-Attorney; A , .*• 

^memorandum dated September ,20, -.1945/- furnished" additional, , , ... 
/{information concerning Davis .' - - No; additional investigation , 
has been conducted ’concerning him. : ■ ; r * ’.7; - 

•' ’ ■ ~ ,1 - As youtwill note, from a review' bf these, reports.. * / 
an,d memoranda the following pertinent information was » 7 . ; 

• .reflected.: •'*. ' •: r i 

.■ . . ; \y* *•- ;-Vf -=/ 

..•,•'•7 .. ; 7 . !Phe Brooklyh, v New- York, election records of . the t 
' ' 'l5th /Election District of - the .7th Assembly ‘District, in’ ^ • : , 
1944 reflected that Davis had registered to-, vote as a >' ; •; 
-- member- of .the American labor Party. • ( Ibid23) 

The, ’ American Labor "Party .was cited by the : HOuse’. , r ! 
■/Copnittee on 4h- Artier icanf' Activities as follows:. ‘ V'..' /•' . ,* 

. ■ b* •’’Fpry years, ‘ the Communists have ;put;- fbrth7'the'. 

' greatest .efforts to capture the entire American LabOr, •• ' •’ ./ / 

fP-arty. throughout. New York. State. • They succeeded -in * ' 1 

capturing the Manhattan and Brooklyn - sections, pf ,,the '. 
/.{American Labor, Party but outside of New York City they •' . . 
.have been unable to “win control.” 


, was. j 


, 'tl 
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j f . 


■ .77-31691 
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. r PFD:fh 







.; ;; ' SECURITY . INFORMAL ION ' - CONFI^NTIAL 

®$rni'Wk V./ : . 


ORIGlNAt. PliEQ. ® 




r . SECURITY- INFORMATION . CONFIDENTIAL v” V 


- ' / , Helen Bryan, of '.the- Joint «nti-T' , as.olsf Refugee ‘ . . 

Committee, 'made numerous attempts in August, 1945, ‘ to .. 

* - contact Dayis at the Department with the .apparent, purpose •». 

to.get Davis to urge Supreme . Court Justice Hugo Black; to \ " - 

-speak at the Joint Ant I-Pa§ cist-. Refuged Committee rally • ■ • ' ’ 

set MadiSon Square'.Gar&en, * New Yprk-.City,, on September 2|j., ". ' - 

194!?. Miss Bryan filially arranged an appointment with . 

. Davis, to s ee' him in Washington., Noninformation has been ; 
received to confirm, Davis* meetipg: with Bryan or - .. the nature 
Of.' her meeting with him,, if held. (lesur to RE 8200 (Dept of Justice 

Ext. 594; 77-31691-23) • V”.; ■' ' 7 

’<•” ' / -The Joint Ant i -Ease idt Refugee Committee has v:;.V' . , ' ? ; 7 

,heen , .cited by the "Attorney General - as. Communist /.i . ■/_ 

•' ; Helen H-. Bryan^ ; prior to September, 1944, wasp y 

p'; 'identified- as a member of the Communist Party and , in ; , / 

close contact w ith many prominent Communists. , (Tom Ward, discon* t, 
questionable j Special Squad I, " NYC /PDf, Tesurs j' 100-206852“lb') 

•• m addition to th^i^prmat±ojdis»t' forth '.above,' - 

. 1 Incorporated ln the .mentioned- reports and- memoranda,; our 7/ ' v - ’ 

- '''..files'- also i reflect the; foil owingf.'-" "'7 V V; . ' " 

• . It was .reliably reported’ that the item ’’Sidney ; ’ 

' - Davis,. RE 8200 (8r 9.200')., Ext.. 59b.” appeared on a' - -/> ' •' ' 

Telephone, index guide - in- us e, ih;t he *of Dice of the • Executive. - ' 

v ’ ; .Secretary of the National '-Lawyer s Suild in W'ashmggtpn, ; ■ 

" . D; C some : - time prior to . January, 19S0 RS 8200, .ori-;. • . 7' 

• course,, is tjie' telephone number, of the Department' of 77 

..-.'ihstice;, . (Anonymous;; 100t3‘35^^"^-P-». . PS*>‘ •*." -. r \ 7 f/-. 7 V . 

■ - - . /. -7 ;,It '“was reliably . reported - that .Sidney; Da vis ; 7 

- 5>70 7'th Avenue,. New Yorki New. "York, was a. member .pfYthe ; >; ■"'*'> .V /» * 4 

■ National Lawyers C u ii^ "in* 194£7arid' -191+6 .-‘7 V.* V'' v '• •' 

• The National lawyers '.Guild was cited as a ./ 

.Communist front by the JSouae / Co^it.te.e_;,Qn;.Dn^4me^i^d9;: 

V Activities ,-y (-Monynotts £* 86 ) 7 - ■• ' ' 

Informat ion .-was, : ' also... received -that; Sidney ‘Day-lsp 


'former empipyee. of the Department ..of. yJustice,'. was ExeCdti-vq. 
Secretary, State .Headquarters, VAmeri,can : Daboi? 1 Party, ,. 


-;W 2- 








•; \ 




• SECURITY INFORMATION, ‘ - COP’^ENIIAL 


£70 7th Avenue, New ^ork, 'New York, in March 1914-6. .Eater 
information was received that Sidney Davis "of the- American 
.JLabor Farty" resigned from-, that p arty prior to - July, 1914-6,- 
•-■'f or personal - reasons . ,l ' - The,’ Ame.nlcen Labor Farty .was ' • ; 

previously referred -to in this memorandum. (• .Justice: Dept., 
Personnel file; Tesurj 100-2361914,-132, pg. ») 

The - foregoing information, is furnished for your .. 
.confidential use .and is not intended for disseminst ion. ’> 







.SECURITY INFORMATION - CONFIDENTIAL 




/ 



; VWASH- FROM NEW YORK 82 


-.3 ' " 9-28 PM; , , 


1 ^IRECT.6^ : - ' .. 

* i' ***' * << i# t , ** « * * * ^ o„-n* * , ; % ’ s ^ -v , ■» s 

, ^ , i" * ‘ *' K H '* ** *- ~ t ' ' ^ *' r , , ^ ^JU J ^ '** ^ ^ ^ * Jrfj 


“. - O a/T:-f vv;^ 7 .-,;' ;:'jv'.,:- v : V.-*- *V- 

JOHN. GARFIELD*, WAS. : §M -% 7 jPERJURY. . R73ULEP. JUNE TWENTY THREE LAST. /• 


•V GARF\ILEB ; -S, ATTORNEY , SIDNEY; DAVIS *'* INTERVIEWED' , JULY THREE H E EXISTENCE 
OF;.NOTES ALLEGEDLY DICTATED ,BY ^GARFIELD TO ; : ,;HELEN AUERBACH. -OP A. DL. •;• / ••■/ 

•wisrATED' he; knows- ;oe no >ir 0,^®SV; werE,;draft ;>oh- eetter^by; ; .\ 

- ; GARFIELD !t& vBAVISi PARTNER,’ . ARTHUR * I®IM> ' FOR ' ’PRESENT^ " 

r to . iPYRous., ; si6uHAS'i-7Pb #4 pl'o.yer; of 'n i: ' X. ; ' : ;. ,; •"; V 

7- ';^AB^|lr%v v WTTMATEP- AS '.■ IN , PREV XOU S' , ;ST YE EMENT - THAT8,^ETTER , 7 L'01liLINEb * ; 

; - /■. ^GARFIELD ;'T%TlMpN|'- ^BEFDl^'rHCUi^AND; pAVf '^FTE|E);fS’ REO QELEC.TIQN; jE&'f. 

"• NATURE OF AS SOC-TATION ^IT^^PERSONS^ ABGUTvWHQM ' HE; WAsA^BSTIONED,: BY - K 
■^f/EeuX*: • SPECIFICALLY, STATED 7 IN TE^OR ;HN^ that’ NOTES ; 

77 jOR; ; 'TRf’ -UteTTER - WAisfWTiJR ', JlN WHICH ONE :QFvGA.{FIEf.D ! W E"- - "v "«;V .'*? •’ 


not ' .'Prev i ously ' been 


U : , ' STATED .BY GARFIELDTO HCUAFANp j BUREAU .5 _ DAVIS ; STATES'. HE; HAS, NOT AS - YET : 


end; of;fage;;Pnh; - ; YrX -> 


■ .' cj» i=fc!<ivvW l 4 §§, 




r(0> •’■:■ ; 


Z—i 

V--‘ ; V : Not recorded' 


/•-• ■■ *>; ; :1331*IHL2A 

’X .-; i -'Ay*- ■&-*■': i'-cy *:• '.7 -• 
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. .-h-v-v , 

/ * V*^V,,f ".y 



-; - . *;&<• -.,' .; .*:>. *?,<•'. ' V:.- A :*•„« yM^-AA- AA. 




V 1 4>- . *4 ' 'L '* 




RAGE WO' 


-•■ ; ; . - G^TA^ED >;GOi 3 Y OE ;LEI!TEft,F^ BIHQE ^j^NOT y. ;-.y - u _; ,f: 

r ;. /: -:;SEE^>lfeK EUR. .'EXPECTS OP; ■ JULY-.. SEVEN ;'. ‘NS#i? A©'' MAXBEfy y - - '/' 

■ OBfAJlt;. GQ$%. TIJ&*'<y DAVIS:; ;■ y yr." _ 

fe: . a . 

y^MGUAS^Ej ;EAPLIOJTy ^y' 

•*y A ; j|^ 'BURfeAD IllyESSjWi^i^S ; y BURMA,, 

.y ' yARRE^IcM yGARjjBD .'''iQ; &AG^$EA% A 3T OONe'LtJSIO'I :< : QEl 

. •'. .; %o; Sg^eRrmem? vSEKVioEyAs ; admi^xsiRai^ve ;Assts5?Ay? r , 

-fl&AMf nfi r Prt:s'it..- ; ^ nintn'RP'Fnn «.tm vrv WR <TS EtlDEAVGRTIifG 


’ -j >3^;* ^©*MyA&-pB ; ■ 'p!^ ; *i: P^*' : 

: ;v.y>.V;r- /yAy ;■ yy- sc^iDEy . ;' ";>■'; ’./ : . ~ yG^ w A : y y' : y A ;. y^-- ; ' : A- r% ;y *i 
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RECORDED. • 65 


v V.- : BY ..SPECIAL MESSENGER 


Dates 


August 6, 19$2, ; W , ; - 


.Commissioner .. . . . ; ;r, . i£\ •• . 

Alcohol Tax Unit y./^- \V C~H: : ,.X< 

\ Bureau of Internal/ Revenue- 1 ’ ; ”•*' v 

Treasury ■ Bepartmeh t 
Washington , H, C. y\ . - qh 


Front: 


John Edgar Hoover, Director ' \ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation \U 


;•* ■ ; /rami:oaat»gm}*cT •••:. v 

: V, . / .{.•' -'S j/.V' - - . 

>■;'■ • :• As of possible interest ibo your .Agency jf the Item •.•> . ' 

: i York Office of th is Bureau ts in receipt of the following \ 

. inf ormat ion) obtained -frpm^Hr/p, Raymond Yard, Superintendent 
. of . an apartment . house located- at 88 Central). Park/ West , . $ei 0 : > »*v 
' Tor*- City, ■ ‘ r « •- .-f; ; yff/ff . ;'/ : y y> V \ yi •..• •-* { '/>•; ? 

■4cpoMi»gr to Hr. Yard f'hefis. hold iny/twa, trunks. , 
pnd o wodd'eri* box, which items were to be picked' up by Roberta . 
Garfield prior to) July • 31, 2952 • - Roberta Garfield, widow 
• of the late John Gar fi eld , formerly resided at 88 Central ^ 

, Park West, fhe two, -trunks in\, que St i on .have/ the name- n J&htt^ ) 

Garf ield 11 lettered' thereon/, however , : the. 6 ril$ -id;eh f i V. 
appearing on the Uobden’ pox ) is a tag of .Lyo,n"$torage' Y Cmpany,):i 
no address . f /’ z ■ 

. V . - 1 -? ’■ ■- ’• : W • 

: . - -* ' Yard .advised on August /8s 1 95 8* that the wogderu^ 

box' had been, accidentally dropped revealing the contents 3= . 

.'to be’ as follows.: . 75 t >‘4^ 9 3 /•’V. s -t£.) : 

' , *V- ' Y' * '■ V*: . V . - V -- / .««* “ ** - /■ rSv? ' ■ 

/ v. / ^ 1 One'- : ma qH ine^gun^ it ,^dr^ i&liy;,'. ’ 

-- loaded, also .several ■Ibppe. carti&dcMS. v" , V\': \%/'\ - I 

* * - ’ ;• j , • 1 v ■ , y'd’Or - * ' fc . * / A, v\ ^ '< 

).’■ One- ha nd r are'nad e ( notate maslt'er tnp’e) ’I ^ ^ V 

; '■•• 8 tr£\r - ' • •• • ■ ■• ■ ' • - ’}-/// r. .• •; . ■. 1 • - • ■" 

.v. comim ) ' p''"- >>* ■ ■ * , 

S< /- ) v : 


r-->> 


■;V^. 



t it : 


.\ . . ' One mm' shell, projectile and powder removed, / 

K detonating pap intact * . ' •> : ... . , .. ' - 

/. ; • ' , One overseas •'type cap with red star thereon • 

• •- ' the machine gun in Question appeared to be in . . 

operating condition, was apparently a Ji5 caliber gun with a / 

' folding wire stock, no manufacturer f s name , serial number - • 

;; 59166. . . , ‘ • . 

. . •' • In. view of the fact that a possible violation ; * ' -•?/ ■ 

of the Federal Firearms Act or the National Firearms Act 
t ’ v involved* these data ore being furnished, your Agency , *. 

■ for whatever action may be considered warranted. ; - 

* ~ -u. * 9 S - ~ ^ , . " 1 / , 4 

; . . Similar information is also being made available , , . 

l - to the New fork Off ice of your Agency by the New fork] Office. 

/. 'i • ; of this Bureau* - ' V. '*• ' v 



ft 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



gf - g 

ce Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


ii>. p. Bel 


FROM : j/r. 0. E. Eei 

SUBJECT: JOHN GARFIELD 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

PERJURY 



DATE: August 4 , 1952 


ROBERTA GARFIELD 
SECURITY MATTER - C 





ig»perutsor roTO._i/c^^rea;s called .from ilTe^ ro£fc at 
5; 50 P. 2f. Pe s tated that Mr » Raymond Yard.^MP&V Sn&wMn& 
o f the apartment fto ase_.at^8&»0Lgn K t^.l^PgXfe^g-g.t M ft,qC,pQXI-gj^ 
tH'e~l TewYor^Off ice and request edShat^an A aent^call.cn 
hTrrT . Ifr . 7a rd advisjidS &ajLJk&SBQJLJk^^ 
two trunk sand a wooden box which Roberta [Garfield was to 
h ave p,tcfced._ap^pr Coj r ° u ^c y )7u ^^l, 

y reviouslv lived atQ8 C entral Park West.. Tfte twptrunks 




V - j --' 1 


i h ave the name John G^fjA2A^J^tf A £M§^^X FA n » The only 
identification on the wooden box is a tag of a Lyon Storage 
Company, no address . 


I 


Mr. Yard a dutsAcLt.ft : wooden J>ox_ hap-.. been, 
hcpidsntally \ .^ poppedT^a^ conta i^Ji^J^^j\ej)^mas': 


g 


One machine gun with .4 ammunition clips 
partially loaded , also several loose cartridges 


>< 

O 

o 


One hand grenade (potato masher type) 


6 


One 3? min, shell, projectile and .powder removed f 
detonating cap intact 


§ 

o 

S 3 


& 


One overseas-type cap with red star thereon 


T he machine gun^in guetion^ appea red to be in 

bion: was MV.parcntldJ^^S^Ai^leAfgjxAu-M. iiA^A-. 


&\ 


fold ing wire, ^stoc ks no manufacturer *s namey Serial No. 59166 . 




You^will jie.c.allSbhat '',. John.-Gar.fi eldr^was^rec en-tly 
d eceased, .an d jijas . the ..s ubfe et. of f a -perJutySu v es tight i g y, gro wi ng 
out gf t estimon yiAic h h e g ave b efo're th e fHCUA .- Garfield was 


yfvrn, ■*/*<>' 33^7 


CEE 


:n p^ 






,*v. 


o 




K2£T 

A /MJfiXlJ® 




one of the Hollywood group under investigation by the HCUA 
in connection with Communist activities » His position has 
been that his wife was responsible for his involvement in 
front organisations and that he had separated from her 
immediately prior to his death • 

OBSERVATIONS 


There, is a possible u^olot^on o f the^Jfational or 
Federal FiregirnsZA^ in jwnnj^^ ses’s'idn of^the 

machine gun in guesti^n^^ d^ls'o a,, ^i^ c ^^^t^nc^ef' wSxl.iZ£ b> e 
o fes~enc e ca p^with^^^e fed s tar s& wn 

th ereon^do es., carry w i tlT'^TtyKe^ifTf^'enc 

Russian significance there is no a w ar ent ^vio latign^o.f. thjs* 

lm*~ 

The G-arfi eld case has be en most cgntrpv^rsial . 

The tEMJSS. located at 88 Central Park YIest hav.e^n.o Jb, 
keen opened or examined by the s^erdnt. enjdev^i , 

There ^Jjo^epord o£ 

j go.., §9166, in the j| rational ^ $!<?», 

It Q’ PPjsars aduisaSle under t he c ircumst ancjss that 
t ke. .Bureau. ^shoul d a di 

Ti epartn.ent^ whic h has investigative .7 u ri s dict ion, 

^vey"^an M ^a^ mm a pprop^To^^^ac^^n^^^d^^T^in e if a violation 
of those Acts exists . 

RECOMMENDATION 


[to advise 


If you agree . the New York Office will be instructed 

W'^pTo'pri ate, Th e ~ N^Z^MZQffJ^ 

h ave-m jAaen-b ,. ; 

and since they majy^^rpceejd 0 n the basics o.f a search warrant 
and example the trunks in question' W 

should be present to 1 "vfoTecxvh e Bureau* s interest in thfp 

e vent other material of a Comm unist nature is fpwu^'*$r . 


STANDARD form NO. 64 


Office 




\* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


T ° ; . ' . ' : Director/ : FBI ,(.100-335707 ). 

FR ° M <SJK X®w> j York (IOO-69074) 

SUBJECT:^^OHl)' 'QARFIELD, ,’with aliases 
- . " . SECURITY MATTER - .0. . 

. ' PERJURY' 


DATE: August 21, 1952 


■ v. Rebuiet 8-5-52. ‘ * ' ' V - 

: " - * Since the last personal interview- of attorney SIDNEY DAVIS on,' July 3, 

1952 ,-. several, efforts have been. made to reach. DAVIS telephonically -so as to' 

, • ascertain whether ‘or not' he was able to. secure -from' Mrs. GARFIELD -the letter 
\ - which JOHN, GARFIELD .allegedly prepared to ARTHUR ‘KRIM. These efforts were uh- 
: successful; DAVIS* office advising- on, each' occasion that he was not then in the ' 
'•.office, . The 'last attempt was made on August 20, at which time DAVIS* secretary 
• ' advised that Mr. DAVIS had been ill for several' days with a streptococcus 
infection in the throat and it was not- expected, that he would return to work for 
v several "days'. She -promised th at immediately u pon Mr. DAVIS* return she would 
5 have .him contact Special Agent of .this office; who 'is handling' 

■*- this matter.. - 4 1 — r— — ; ** '• ' - 

.v , • In view bf the above, the submission- of a closing report will be held 

in, abeyance until it (has been ascertained whether or not DAVIS was successful. 

/ Immediately thereafter a closing report will be, submitted. . • . *- 


•JJDiRAA' 


i^l^R^nltWTAINED ' 

HEREIN IS UNCl'ASSFJED v , 





■SAG; New York (iOO^ojk) ■; ■ * ‘ ? \ ?>■ ’August 26* 1$5& 




Director, FBI (Z0Or335JOj) 

JOHN^ARFIBW , was * ‘ - , 
SECURITY MATTER -■<?;, ■' 

PERJURY •• 


Re Bureau letter dated August 5 , 1$>53* 

* \ \ < ■ + • ' i * • ’ ' * \ „ 

Please 'comply with. Bureau ins truot iohssei 
forth in the referenced letter and inform the Bureau ; 
forthwith the approximate, date the Bur eau. may -expect 
to receive the closing report in this maiteri\ ■ '• V 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr* D. M. 




date: September 1952 


from : Mr. A. H. 

SUBJECT: JOHN GARFIELD 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
PERJURY 

Bureau File 100-335707 

ROBERTA GARFIELD 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
Bureau File 100-336054 


PURPOSE 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, _ 





To provide you with further information concerning 
the machine gun and ammunition found in a wooden box belonging 
to Roberta Garfield at 88 Central Park West, New York City. 

DETAILS 


Reference is made to the memorandum from Mr. C. E. 
Hennrich to Mr. A. H. Belmont dated August 4> 1952, concerning 
the above matter which is attached. 

The New York Office by memorandum dated August ll{., 

1952, advised that per instructions from Mr. Hennrich the infor- 
mation regarding the machine gun and ammunition found in Mrs. 
Garfield* s locker at 88 Central Park West, New York City, were 
turned over to Mr. Timothy J. Cussack of the Alcohol Tax Unit 
on August 5»- 1952. 

On August 6, 1952, the Alcohol Tax Unit confiscated 
this material. Two other empty trunks, |n addition to the 
crate containing this material, were left behind by Mrs. \ I „ 

Garfield when she moved from this address to 173 Riverside 7 f 

Drive, New York City, on July 31* 1952, and it is believed by 7 
the superintendent, Mr. Raymond Yard of 88 Central Park West, 

New York City, that Mrs. Garfield, has abandoned both the trunks 
and the crate. 

Mr. Cussack has identified the machine gun as a 
Smizer MP German made, better known as a Burp gun. It was 
in operating condition when found. >, «*= 

&& ^ < tic? 


| n ** * 

i\)\ {^Attachment 
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UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN /^' 3 3 & 


Mr. Cussack advised that no decision has yet been 
made by their office to interview Mrs. Garfield. He stated 
that it is believed Mrs. Garfield has no knowledge of the gun, 
and they have decided to wait a couple of weeks to see if she 
calls for the trunks and crate. At that time, they will decide 
what action to take, and he indicated that if the material 
appeared to be abandoned, no action would be taken. 

RECOMMENDATION 


None, This is for your information, 
advised of any pertinent information received® 


You will be 
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Office Memorandum 

k 

to ' j 'Director;. FBI (100-335707)* 
from , s SAC,. New York (100— 69 O 7 I+) 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT , / 

.. . . • , ■ .. w 

DATE: 9/9/52 


SUBJECT:' 


'SM - C V . • 

PERJURY' ' ' 

Rebulet 8/28/52.' 

On 9/V5 2 SIDNEY DAVIS, forSfe^ttorney fo: 

Mrs , wh 


for the late subject, advised 
who was scheduled to return 


that as yet he had not heard from Mrs vj 

•to New York from Fire Island .ff ter. Labor Day. . DAVIS stated he is confident 
• a he will. be able to' secure the document .desired for review by this' office. 

%i , ' , . , ,, ; , / - . ■ ’ * . ' "... , * 

' ' > 1 I ^ ^ * i ' 1 ^ k 4 ^ L £ 

.'In View of the Bureau's desires, every effort will .be made to submit 
a report by 9/15/52. ‘ i ; • - V- ' * . . - • . 


•V ■ REGISTERED. MAIL 
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regarded 

V " . - •' set SB? 121® . o - V • r : 

INDEXED .’ ij@ "■ v O 1 ' 

■ .ns 

* ' k It V* » ‘ V <*‘ A Y * * , 

- , •. „ k - , . ’ .. ^ ; ^V"4 1 V> 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 



P 


Confidential source provided copy of letter 
from source of unknown reliability, alleging 
GARFIELD and wife were members of the Communist 
Party with LEO and BESSIE JAFFE GOLDSTEIN. 

LEO GOLDSTEIN refused, interview of self and 
wife. LESTER FULLER, former motion picture 
director, admits former CP membership at NYC, 
but denies any knowledge of CP membership on 
part of GARFIELD. Officials of Anti-Defamation 
League interviewed and s aid GARFIELD made no 
admissions of former CP membership to tbhsm. 

ELIA KAZAN , stage and screen director, admits 
membership in CP at NYC, but had no knowledge 
of membership by GARFIELD. - Reliable informants 
state they have no knowledge that GARFIELD was 
CP member. One informant stated she assumed he 
was "part of the Communist Party". Efforts to 
locate former maid and election records at NY 
negative. GARFIELD interviewed at his request, 
5/10/52. Details set forth. Subject .died of 
heart attack at NYC, 5/21/52.' ^/ 

■' • dl&s 1 

Bectaj 

AiupFoRjifAifGf,* mnmm - c - 

Smrof # S SUS$IRE D- EXCEPT 

WHcRE SHOV/fJ OTHERWISE. 
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DETAILS: 



Confidential Informant T-l, of known reliability, 
provided a copy of a letter directed to a member 


Special Agent 

IN CHARGE 


COPIES OP THIS REPORT 


- Bureau (100-33570? ) (REGISTERED MAIL )$ 


1 - Los Angeles ( Info . ) ( 100-22593 ) (REGISTERED MAIL ) 

1 T.r _ _.-A * 1 _ ~ a » < 1 . . . 


1 - Washington Field (Inf o^T 
3 - New York (100-69074) 1 

COPIES DESTROYED 


•DO NOT WRITE IN THESETSPACES 
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OP-241533 (REG ISTERED mJ 


PROPERTY Of FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AHD JTS CONTENTS -ARE LOANED, TO YOU BY THE FBI AMD AR^lIQT-T, 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. \ , 

* & 0 . S. COVERKHENT PRINTING OFFICE 10 — G9255~2 * / 
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•• ‘'of ‘ the House bomittee „on Uri-j&nertc,an .Aetavitie^V' ^th©\-po*tion- :/ 
v . . of. which relating' to.' JOHN' G^PIELp. is, Rubbed as, follows:.' - ' 

0 not told the, complete truth about -. : „ 

1 . .‘ hie "knowledge" of dommimism. • hlf you can locate the WegroA r .,;.. 

=-V maid "who.; whs-,. Ap.arfc time, employee, for Mrs G^FXELD’ some.;-. ' ■ . i’yj 
time between 1936 add 1939 .here in Hew , York , she . can tell ; ' 

. ' you about both Mr-* and Mrs* GARFIELD ,/ This maid; joined the., .f .'v 
; Communis t . /R^rty ; throulgh 'Mrs*. G^F®X«p#;3^6,',waS;. a .member *V 

! • Vy the;’F'arty;\c’-' She;’ s did, whe.n she started to • work --f or . GARFIELD,' *'/ * 

- JOHN GARFIELD was' rehearsing .for a play and was ; so poor he ■ 
,v. had only one shirt and*, she hadto.wash, and iron A t ; . ever y day ' ’ , . 

and- poverty c dused- ’J$bd i] ' G^¥Jp^’^§/folh the Party; -r TWO k 6f w*" ■ 
y '-Iheir’ .best, friends ' were BESSlSAPTWOLDSTEIH and -LEO .GOLDSTEIN , 

. .who at , one, timer-lived at 1075 Grand 'Concourse in 1936 or 1939 • 

; ,.B6th ; 0f /the ^.GOXPS^ElCfS Were teachers' and organizers .in the , '.v- 
: % , Party, according to the story’ of : . this employe e Of Mrs *; : GARFIELD , 
A/ ..They all ,j olned the Party' tinder as sumednames and were known , ' 

, Vi by. :their :as|tuned names* ■ ;/%' ;*/:•'**;_ ; ; V'.;i y‘'C. y'-' .''[yi ■■ V.. ;*i 

; fy \ ' . . v; : ;‘ "After . J0HN;,’(GhRFiELD ; went* to. Hollywood, ‘ he came b ack ’ •!'*•; 
;y - in I93 9 to \ vis it and me t Mrs.’ GARFIELD andshe was, very much. 

?•' * upset because he would have nothing to do.witb Communism... : S'** .! 
V/.-C Letters Were exchanged . between Mrs.,- 'GOLDSTEIN and MRS.' GARFIELD 
rjy ■oh- this! spb'j Sot’ -told .M£a have; A*. 

: V ’ patience with 'JOHN' GARFIELD as he was so; cohfused,‘ but she' '}'yyy 
‘v. V would try ■' to make him; see it * their way. BESS JAFFE GOLDSTEIN ~V 
” and her husband worked ;f or her brother who was in.,business 
'• und er "the’ name of BROWN on Fifth Avenue as ;a greeting card \, V,- 

concern; M : 'X~i -.h;v ;■ 

' 4 ''' - r -*/ '{l 1 * . ’ •' ' r ' H ‘ ■ ’' s 1 ‘T *,* - ' *, * iv'i'J 1 ' 

' •■T lt is to be pointed out that- the reliability of. ..the ; . 

T T writer of the ‘ dbo 1 ve -let t ef . was. unknown ,^0 ■ .-'y ,, '*'Xy 

' On December 2b‘, 1951 * the .writer and Sa I 1 . 

■ contacted LEO GOLDSTEIN at - his place of employment^/./' , 

f'<- Wallace Brown /Inc. i:225 Fifth. Avenue, New York. . ... AS‘ soOh ; ; ...T 

as ; -the agents identified , themsely es> GOLDSTEIN . stated, that T ' , 
T he refused to discuss any matter whatever With the agehts T /• 

nwirl . . wnv» ft’I'AllTr 4-ii ' t.fW"! Ira m ' *Fh O, AW ’ > ' •>» ***? 


«r;T 


and immediately turned and .walked -from; the receptioh room./; 

■ , « . ■’ . ' ** * ; ' ‘ r * • \ ' . * * *’*' < . * r* ’ /’*<,' * T ' *, a « *\ -jV* ; - 

- ^ V'’-'' '* * •' ** v « ' v~ - „ / ’ w >; : ^ - 

•/. -/■ -r}? - , .Os. ; *'v h-zT/v >« 


~A 2 «' 




-« . d V; 


T'-T a a 




NY 100-6907i4- 

< 1 ‘ <* \ 

~ , \ ' t ' r yi, 

f rom which ‘he hhd 


/• ’ther eaf ter.,/ att effort was made to contact 

BESSIETdAFPi^OiilDSTEIN at her re s£ pence , 1±6 West. 83rd Street, ■' 
New York, Gityv- He<re.. a !' youth,. • apparently .the aon. of the * /. /• 

GOLDSTEINS > ' answer e d ■ the ; door .and -.stated, his pother Was ; not //;/ 
at hotoeyand the' time of her /ekpec ted ^ return? was unknowi.. to-? 

. him* On this sanie date ^ several eff orts Mere- tiade/ to , contact 1 ; > - 
Mrs* GOLDSTEIN '‘with : .iie«^'tiya' 'results* 1 .- /. // "• :/ ' >. e ./ /,/> 


r, J*’ • 

V' 


- ,v ; Ott the; morning of ^ ”De.cei^ehV.29;> v ^ 19£i/ xai fwther effort : -A. 
was made to .;interyieK:BESSIE .GOLDSTEIN : at her home. . The •>* 

door was opened ‘by. 1^6 GOLDSTEIN, who recognizing the agents ; 
from the previous day, .stated that lie and all 1 members of his...; 
.family had.no' intention. of tailing to' any FBI., agents* GOLDSTEIN 


Was requested to 'hear the purpose of the interview and he ' said,'; ' 
‘‘I; will give VyqU; ,30 seconds' to state- it 11 . ; He'' wan briefly..' v ; . 
advised. .of , the purpose whereupon he stated. that*’he : and his ' ’• 
family; were still lunayailable- ,f or /int ervi ewi///He was v. requested-- -y 

► Vo 1 1 W? 6 , t.tt fh ar S *hVi 'z -*h‘h aCVq c'atS +;.cr ' * .’hfi DQT'SO Tial XlT 


to call hi s; wife, sp; that 'the/agents might/speak .to her- personally 
but he declined to . dd. tMs ahd-;:nlp t sed..thd door* x * - 




In view of the- above, no' further efforts were made, to • • t -'«, 
-in ter vie W: the/G^ ///./ >?*. //'/ '/•<.<• !/*- 

' ‘ -/« •.* ' Y »• . »Y . >' * '' ■ *’ W.W - 1 ’ f', Y ' £ “i Jt J 1 Y— • > 


f 

"k ' «* 


Confidential Inf ormant /T-’ 2, : ;-' 6 f-'kn 6 i^' 'Reliability^ ott- ' 
June/ 25, %$&». provided, a list of names believed to. be a / , -/ 1 / >< 
membership list of the Thpmas Jeff erson ClubY CP^ ; Ne|^. ; Y.oric / 

County* On this list Appeared the name and address' ^of LEO . 
^GiDSTEIN,/ I 4.6 West 83rd ^ew:Tbrk City*.::; ' " . v _: 


• c . :-/ - ; Confident ial Informant . T-3,' of hhovjn .3 
.advised on March 31, 19il-8/that AL LMNOH of the National /rv.; 

'Coipmunis t Party He^dquafteTS-'^'-^ttf^ted’^o. contact , LEO GOLDSTEIN 
at Murray Hill . 5-I%0* Thls.;humber (was. iisted to PHILIP- JAFFE 
at ' 22$ Fifth Avenue , New York. Cityr^"^// - s --. *• .>/ 


1 


, AL HANNON is a .member of the New York State Committee / . 
;:of/th.e Commxanist' Party and. is now on trial in Federal Court, ' : ‘ 
Southern District of New York, charged With ‘conspiracy to ' f'! 
violate! tVe ,.Si^ith'.-Act*. L -*. -/.//j//':- /; /•'*: ,, ‘ l' 


Vl th" r ef e rehc.e to the. af o r ementione d PHILIP ^JAFFE >. /. tfV- 

; .‘. - Confidential Informant TVij., of ruaknowh . reliability,/ who .has / ( : 


* V / ’ , . v • ' ‘ ‘ •' 

1 „ 1 * '-***.' ' ' . 
J '/ ,v -*i. , - , 







V >1 , 




T0 


NY 106 - 69074 , : " . .'V‘; 

’ - bothrellable u^ r /' . . 

1 •' ’ v ; : *• :pa$t> ^^i«ed v that ‘EBO' -QOIJ)^pfeCKf:. is the brother-in-law of - r/'-v ; - 

, - ' •- ; ■ b;eing mahried. to' the latter »s >‘ister, 'BBSSIK;'',, r '. 

: ‘ t- 4 advised JAPPE formerly owned. Wallace Brown, Inc., ':at - V • ; 

^ --i ' ... , 225 Fifth Avenue ,• 'where GOIiDSTEIN is. s till employed, and' ' k , , v y 
-where BESSIE, SOIDS^IN was. once ‘ employed* • .../ .-Vv-'/r. 

. • t v;i . : 1-4 , f ^ther adyis ed .the t, he' Vw as we 1 1 acquainted with • ■ . J.v-: r ' 

IEQ arid' BESSIE- -<JQLT)SIEINi;' but has m ;lmowledge ;’as'tq whether ; .,; ■ V 
,/ /they •• -were members "of- . the. Coinrntuai;st:'Tar^ •*.' /Informant sthted /. y - v/ 

■ -/■/ ' he believed; the OOI^STEINS were acquainted with;’ JOHN SARFIELD , f\. 

. : bnt 'had ho knowledge .Of the extent of , their f riehdsh^ip;.; . ; ^3f-l{.. , r /, v ' 

- •'. = . bad no knowledge as to* GARFIELD * S~ alleged -member bhip'-in the : 

•'/ '■=/’» '" ?<v <kapni&^ / V ' , v ,/V .. 

*/; > : " With reference to. CPHILIP .JAF^i, ::the f ollowing: identi-' ■■ 

X r; ■. s-et. • f orth : -:-v ■, /;./v . %\ yy/* f/V *;V 

\ >, v J®pd»‘3*pi‘ ’^iF^y-./qwn«3t / kad : I,; 

' . t. - •^magazine ^Amerasia ” , former owner - of Wallace’ Browhy Inc* , ' f- '■>. ; - 

> y, , -^Greeting bards, *225 Fifth Avenue, and five others, were ;.;3 s* .< 

-V . ■/. arrested By $m*eau agei* s on J une ^6, .^charged w|th; json-/ , , ■; 

•• ■£ ’fpir aby tO^iolate^sub-sectibh; C» and ,JD of Section 31,'. litle 59#- '» . K' 

*' in lyiolht'ion of fSections 00,'‘Title. 18, USG..f f./,. ,'X 

•“ ■■ * ,', 4 ;>>' -- 4 Fe der al Grand Jtary .'returned, dn indictment agaihst : -u( 

;:iAFFE, on Augus t 10,ri'v45 • dt ;Washihgt6h', 3D .0 chargihg; -- w & J* v> ' ;V-' ,;l 

r ‘/ahd valuable things, the property of the United States overnr>^' • 

;'- :V 3 . >,;iiiterit in .violation of. Sections ; 100, i01, 234 ari l ,235 of v - 1 : ! 

V. ^<V^][JSC,’ v a fl of ; Which ■ is contrary ^tqv the; statutO' -itt-:., 

.• ilsuch; cases .made ' ; ahd’.''^roy'iid!ed/ Xtc^-'wi% j ' 'Section oOj .'Iftle Iq,?^ ; '3;:.' ,3 

yy y;’y5.yyi3iJSGi ,t i Z; 

i' / -v' . .•/ ^.Ihe^ ^ criminal files : of 1^© 

: .District Court for *the District’ of Coluiribia, Criminal .Case ’ ,y --> ■ 

■ y, f , ‘ No. ?75457, reflect that on September 29, 1945, lAFFB-Withdrew,-, 

' :.Y ^)v ; ;■ • -his , pr e.vi ohs'ly filed pie a; o f ."not guilty" and on-the. same,^, yv.V-.v-/ 

•; ;*V.v-. -v date.: pled '’guilty" to : One ^count .for, violation :of Sectionyoo, -■ 

//• ;'fitle 10,; USC-. ; having ‘ been convic ted ' on his plea, he was /./■/ ‘ V f" 

y y y~ / sentenced, to ^ - pay^ va, . f ine- ’of , : ^250D,yy 'which v Wa^ paid on;- the .name ■< 

■ V day that ,he” was- nentanbed*- ‘Vy, V •. "-• / 
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' •*;* «-i*t will be 'r^galled' that, 'information had been . . 

•' r.eoaived that LE§^MMCJLI«ER -had been* named as a Ppipmunist. .. ' 

or -former Con^\mis.t^ 5 |> might haye ‘ imowledge; of GAf^iELD’ S - 
- membership in the hpkmunist party* : < \ ••' 

PULLER. was, interviewed on the morning of; March 26, V :■ 
19£>. 2. in his suiter, at the Hotel Park hoy alv 23 West 73rd ■ • 
Street. New Yhrk City, by SAS l ~l .and v - 


v f / 




^ ^ 




' ,v«l 1 , 


At the outset, FULLER was advised thht 
the interview cpiicerne d JOHN;GARFIEED. »- PULtERvackh^ • . 

‘that ;he was ia/^'friehd^.of-^Gi^Fi^R’ and; had 'beeh'.,ap’q > halnted'< ’^C'* 
hith. him since 1937 . 6r> ; i9*38. when; GARFIELD :app earing?, . . - 

••with the Group The uters in New -York . Pity*.. ' • ■ ** * ' -•- / 

V :'V. FULLER stated that he was then employed by Paramount 
Pictures, Inc. , -in New York • aM-'^maw' GARPX&&D •, 

teaeatfic.al^ activities* : : He stated that their assPpiatiph, 7' 
-because of the ivery. nature o f show business, extended^ intpr V\ v 
•,a social level and 1 he • and-GARP'IELD' skw . each other regularly ? 
at private parties? arid' restaurants such as Sardi’s^r frequented .7? 
by the theatrical ; set of New: York* ! T* V ••'. 

; • - • ; ... • T.* .v ‘ •-:. 

/ ' PULLER stated that /he went to •Hollywopd ih ; lyljl, 

^ subsequent- ,'io . GAJU^IELD. *S / move there? and cPhtihued''his;,- >' i 
^asspciat ion. with GARpTEED : oh a social ,?b asi s • He said that. ' , . ? 
they frequently attended 'the shine parties and occasiphally', X>\ 
.played ? cards * in , the } s ame group * VHe;.i‘s t ate.d that he- last saw •■_ r^v 
GARFIELD appr oxima tely 'two; months ? prior to the date:' of this -}y 
interview here in New York City at a theatrical party* < . • y '?- - 


"b6 
. b 7 C 


/ , , * - * j 1 , i * j 





Asked 


anv knowle dee of ^ 



’»y,. 


given>by- 'FULLER ih^^sponse t?o que stions as .to* knowledge^ of 
membership, by; ROBER T^^^-PIELD in’; the Communist Party pr YCLi ; ' 
Asked for a more. responsive, answer, PULLER ;-s4ated'.: ' 1 th?tfe.Jhe..4i’<i< 
hot; ’know- whether JOHN or ROBERTA GARPTELD were or?-, ever had;";.... : . 
■ been raeatbers of the Communist Party or? YCL* - . .. . ”.v 

V ??. PULLER, was r aske d whether he had been a merfiber of the:?;' h 
.Cornmunist Party at any time*.’ .’He hesitated: and? then ’.asked, -y 


J \ V * j't * 

% - l 4 % i 





If -a v; ' ' 

* , •' * f 




. *».■ 
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[><: •iifc*' ■' »' * *• -"•V .. • ■ ■' ... _? ; 

. •.”Is thiat^e - House ^Cowmitt©.©^ pa/TJn.-A«Mi» 16 an’ ’A^i^lties 1 'i 
■ He was assured that, the inter viewing agents did net; Represent V , „■') 
‘ * '.^h© House: Commit, te© oh ifa-M&bpesti .Aotivit ies , <fe.t^V^©P®©^'^l 5 Vd. V V 
. the Bureau- and were conducting ah investigation at the request,. * j* 

■ , ■ of the., Department of ifes tice •<> , ' '.7 ',•'■>• .,V-- / , ?,/•>•*/. <'-\£ 

iy 'IjULLER 'their stated he was • a .^itembei? ' -of Coimjiunist 

Party .f! or .aayenai, years : JLn;;H s* ' • '*’• " 

' 7 ' Hi* k]***.* — J3 * 1- L* _ '•*» /Art *l_r ‘ L _ W V.r * ‘ rt j- 


>* He-adyised .that^^out^ 1 $ 36 > he ;-'was^^r©ci^i‘ted>^or - the ; Cdnwm^ igfeV-'S l 

... ; Part a^bv one’BQBH^EBD. « an actor v who 'he" now. believe a >is?Sead* •• 

; He ' stated .that 4 he 'had' 4 ©|o?.d:\oi^©vdi^-iag World %$r: ''il,,tfcafc<.'‘. •- ■.’,••^ 5 ’.'! '* ;‘!"V 
••. HEjBD was;: 4 % teacher; in th©*;HVS. Arniy. ; He ‘Stated that ..RM 2 D >V/ , /• ,v 
/.rif aliye, 'would' be-. fn his late forties in? age. He stated - V ... .'.•%% f£>^“ 

' . that he : attended Cokmunist Party meetings at .irregular intervals ' H y3 r Ss 
• f; ?- from , i 93 'h,.to about' 1939 :,pf { 194 Q;>. at ; a party, meeting ;hall- 1 '% \[ k ' *'■■ 

-■ \a : .; ‘ . located: oh . a\corner Jal'm© West. Side .of Manhattan^ 'probably \ » 7 \ y : ?/-' 

- ■; >.:--;|Ln : t'he vicinity'.' of: ijfi tk 'or "Street at , 9 th ;^ehue ' T- -V>' >. f% 2 '.’s h 

) ^ f <* ' ' * * ' a.\ ,! 1 * , iV»'' ’ ' ‘ ^ * ' * '.*• , ( " * *<, # *" _• '*• J ;.^V ^ 

’ 1 ^ " *’ 11 *“ , ■ > * , , ' **'*• i* ' \ * ' s ' s ■ i. ** > * r * v ■ , •' - *- t . *’ ‘ ; , ■* ' 

; V ‘ . PiriiLER stated that/when he . left New Yorh add /weht to,- : f 

V ■ . -> Hollywood 'ih 1941 > 'he/ v had'.,airea^; dropped outrdf .• ^Oommunist . r’y di- -.‘.•‘i; .V 
. s r and : .did ,: not resume them ...in .Holl^woodV .' He^ : V. C. ; 

' ' specifically denied that he. had transferred to a Lps Angeles ' ; ‘ > 

. .' or Hollywood Braden . of ., the Party -end denied that; he had , ever -j T-, • -V; - - l \ * 

y\ y rejoined, the Party or .resumed activities on behalf pf the : " 

■■ yT. Cpamaunist Party ‘X*\ v ‘ •- ^v . -^7 .. ,.V f'-' ' =v 

■/. r''|i ^v” d'. V;. -v- v; ' Vr'l' 

• With; regardito'-dis rdomdetidh:^ the'^ '^jaiXy^Worjcdr'J^’V 

' /, PCLIER s bated he hai' sold .tneatrical advertisement space for 



. ;^.,V •- stated; that GARPIEblD was definitely not.- a > . .• k 

:.:‘ >member . of the Communist Party. :Club in ’New York City:' tp'',.;>dtich. r ■.> . * * J. ;; : 

/ n© > PULIER j belonged, and .added that he had neyer'- observed ' ' ' , ; 

■ G-ARPIEED at a Commuhist P’artymee ting and had; no :knowiedge : - . >7 , 

• v . that was a Coinmunis 1 4 He sta^te^ that. ; h4 ireoalled “ '. -s 

a' party held at - the home of actor, GPZN^^ShLY : , in Hollywood / ._7 
: about 1944 when GARFIELD > having recently returned from" i. 

: .iV'-..-' ^ont.ept'ainixig;.vA^ri-can‘ tfphp'©Xin : .xnad®-- some ;he&feedl. ( ' • yy'^-/.:^ 

liU-y- remarks about the activ ities; of ‘ c ert ain ’un 19ns-: 1 mpeding: the . - v'.j, jX / 
y war ; effort*'.. PUL 3 LER stated: that he could not recall, the' - .' : c ;- ; ' * : -‘ 

i f;- ‘{ of . - these ^ ;r'emrks ; lbec‘anse h^had’-heeh;. drinking ;. •" ' 

: considerably, but did r ecall that the remarks were'^reOeived , v . .. •/' 

' /' it- -. 7 " 








£>. ' '\'y- 


7 ' ■ 




/v.ery unfavorably iby individuals described by-PULLER as 
" /..tha Hollywoodh^ V*; v.yi.V '>••"• * • * 

Concerning ;iii-s ; .own member shin . in the- Party f ct.t.w ' ./V; 
stated be was* Ui^ble to recall tiae nanie of tide club to • 

.. ' Which 'be, '“belonged; 02 ?.'- it s- designated jnuidterVV? In addition 

• to - c tne af or ementione d BOB REED , who - ; re crui ted' him, ■ FULLER: . . X -- iV : 3 . ; 

• . could recall only 1 two cither V m^£^3-‘'n^eiy>v LIONEL BERMAN"' ’V> 4 ..w* - !! 

. and HAROLD. BOLTON, . both actor s * ; - ; \> V." ' -'Sg' T > ; . • V 

• V f , -> ' .*• '* /* ’ • ' * v - ' S ^ A • 1 

• : ' PULLER ; described' REED .as , over "isix 'feet .talL ahd '; ‘ 

V .‘ iiea vy set. It is believed', likely. ithat- RE^ is identical ' ' ; .■••••> * 

, 1 ' with the late BOB R EED»; was V ROBERT- REED , ROBERT, CHARLES CAILLE,V 
' /...«* former Communis t Party 'functionary,, in the Cultural Divi a ion, . . 

; who died ■ on ‘May 3.1^1950 iat New York City*;' ; ; •*' V ' ' • . ; ' • . rr , ; , ■ • 






... v C * . Concerning HAK)LD' BOLTON, ^t, is believed' likely that/' X ’ '' 

■ the latter is . identical With HAROLDmOLTON; ' was';' HAEO LD Vvi' V-X ... 
t^ALOUG-H, . ; a former : resident of New York * ' 'and'- m^atlcSSOr*; V.V 
; ;.0rganl2er of ,t^ former. State ’Secretary of * 

\ b J1 ® Compmi^ and former sberetjary >■; Dis-V-O^'i • 

'/trict 27, of the pojmmxmist PartyyXat Birmihgham^X^iabatna* ■.,*/ .'■<} " n 
-phis BOLTON ; was.,'-; f ormer iy ; ah 'actor .and^ stage' director and , was . Vv ' 
last reported to be residing at; l,57ii Hastings Avenue *• East 
.Cleveland,. Ohio.,- '. /'= . :• • . *.* B V ■; V • ; 

, ' ; f-vlbyis noted that PULLER idehtifie d as... Communist. Party ; 

‘ member s three .indiyiduals. who have maintained rather ^bpen ;-v:; ' v-V.:" 
X a ? s °ciation and positions in the ; Communis ,t <P arty..' H© 'claimed • ; : -- 
: Van inability y>t ‘Qy -3aatMa, , ‘fcigiy a ^ ags&oiatdd m thbr iS'C\ /' r-'-'Xyf 'h 
Coimnunist Par^ :wi th him, claiming that' the h.t her member s < V * ' • 

V of his club were engaged in occupations other.thantheatricai T V 

V ^ n0 Pi os.6; personai contact :With them* , -V:' X- V 

/•i tpimt e.ere’d that he. was aware- of; the> f act "that " /vV 

'had .appeared before , the Housb/^QifiaiVtde-. Qn "■■■{■' V-\.r 
. '^ctiyitios , ^<1 given, t estimohy . tbat he. had b een - 

•^-rcjcguitedfffbr; :iaie* aommiinia?t •P'arty^b^- PULLER ' PULLER stated 
V- that this : was untrue, :tnat BERKELEY was .“crazy", , aiil that one V- 5 
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- of " 'tire cpit.ioisms. \pf Mm' 'id'&ijn /.t&e Goinmuriis t ,par.t j-'was :/hi3v.' . ' V' 
failure to' recruit members* • /BIJLLER again; specifically' //•; * 
denied' Communist Party meiabersnip or activity Sub s equeht . 

/to. Ms /move to California- in 1914-1 - /•/•*'..;*' /. . •/'■ .• / '/; /;.■ . -vv ;. ’/',■- 

/ ' - In' cdnciUsiori', FDiiBR waS questioned/as to^^ 

he was acquainted with. LEO or SBSSIE. JAFFE' GdLD^TEXK / ;fiold ' . \ 

• Jae, replied/' that these ’ /persons ; werS uhknOwn ^ toyhim* ,, ;- v > ' / 

■ '•* i^^/lt .to /ah/artfele /written; • by -•/%. ///' •> 

.;VICT2k€rIBsM' appearing: in.’ thS.'/^ew Leader" of Marc/h 2^, 1952, 

• contained information- ^ to/vi^e effdct th at 6AEF1EEB/ Was .pr‘a« /'•<•/ . 
sparing to make ..puhiic khnouric^aents as tp/how he g9t/ n roped,ih ,t 

and tha t he was pr sparing 1 6* takepart. in . anti ^Communist .. . 

demons tr ati6ns.>v/ . •»;/>.* U * ;■"// ./’;•/ * ■>; ■ * _ yf ;* K‘ / ',\t' ■■■■ ;///•;'' 'J .\ , . \ /,' ; ‘ 

• ■*.' V. 'RIESEL was ... inter viewed by the writ er • on April 3>/1952 J / : / 
at, which time/ he ; stated that the inf^matiph appearing in the r. . 
above column was,, obtains dSfrbm. ’ARNOLD ^OS TER ■' pt , . /»•' ■" .•• 
Defamation League in’ Rew York' dity. ; RIESEL stated that : *• • 

0 ^-r.o-w^Yi-hn -rr' flA-D-GtTTHT.T) ho ' rif f at>aA ( ‘ fin*nAfl*P -A t 
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\ RIESEL was mos t specif ic’ /in stating that he ^ had no information ;.,; 
. that GARFIELD would' admit/ Communist Party member Ship, ;but. 

• rather • would: probably attempt to e^>iain member ship, and ,asso- :'//;• 
elation, with , CbiMuhis t /Party f ronts* ‘"-V V 4 *// // •; s //r "/’ v v ///;;-./ ,. t - •/ ' / /«• .; 

’ -On April 7 «/ 199 2. FOSTER was 




"[ and | "^.t : • B » N ai . B‘Rith . Head- ' ' ' , ' 

quarters,- 23JZ Fif th. - Avenue, New York oiuy* Present' at the 
time of interview/ was BM^AMlN-Hh ^STEiE>/ National •.Eirhctor/., ... . 
of B *Hai B ’ RItu., who/, exp lained that he was present .at all [:■’ 
.recent conferences between GARFIELD ' and /FOSTER and -ml^it ; ; v- ; 
possibly recall additional instances unrecailed by 'FOSTER* . .y., 
FOSTER anfl BPS.TEIN were .advised that the purpose' of;- the Bureau 
investigation was lo. determine if GARFIELD ;had testified. * 
truthfully /before the.HbuSe Committ e e bn • Dn^^iie r i c an Ac t i v it, ie s • 
They were advis ed 'that/, information had been r e cei vedvby the : y ,r 
Bureau that GARFIELD was preparing to make hertfi pr disclosures / •/ 
concerning the .Communist, p arty arid that pbs sibly the . natur e ;'v-:,'^/ 
'/of these disclosures had 1 been discus sed with FOSl^h*/ 

/ /“F03TM advised that he had received word from VICTOR ! ; 
RIESEL of /'.thfe/Bureau ’ s interest In GARFIELD, and/ would.. ;be/ ; . * 
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■ ; : .- ; ■ A A, : ;■ . ; - R : . 'f A. -.Af a ■ .-aa? .> ■// 

■ glad' ^Q'-^el^be ''the. complete ' details '^0^ his, **' . A'. ~ 'V;. . /* 


‘ with GARFIELD. 


'-• * , 


J r' 


: FOSTER-Pelated that- he 'first met. GARFIELD about 0 • 

'1930 while both were . students _.,at the Be Witt Clinton High , - 
iSehool' in New' York* ‘.Both*, of .them were intere sted in v • V ; A' A . 
dramatics and had principal' roles in the school* s dramatic ' . . 
•productions, FOSTER -.he%ieiy®d',. SakPIEEB*;. q aiae to De -Witt vli\ 

Clint on>ih his third: ; '.^e^‘*-<^c[.^h 4 Attended' at -least; on©.” A ‘ : 

Aother high school. prier thereto*;; =P^ 3 ?Eh' could .recall tally: > v A 'V 

■ one associate . of' ; pne‘'-^EI^^lVQNAj:::aOB.f phk. h° 7 ’ ...A V .; t . t . /A 

who was" also- active /and ye^- adept at -dramatics,,. and headed : A. 
an amat eur : df araati CV gj-r oup whi ch met -in a public school on r .. ; . : 
Fordham Hoad- opposite Fordham' TJnivers i ty , .ahd^'p^hduced'' hhd; .V.*’- 
directed plays,.’ ■ RA . ' s \ K . ARA- •; . 0 ;..;,/'.' ' '. 0 ■ f ' AfAf v , . . JV-RAR .A..- -.'ry. 

' •:*'[ '•'• 4 '. ' POSTER believed thih group may. have boehA^pini as 
the^ .^p^dhois; JfciayefrisA.^ had. -ho; .df|^ioia^f A; ■• > v v A v -f 

■ Connection, .with.; any . Sdhbpliy ! POSTER: has heard- nothing ., of. ' / • V 

BIVONA since that period and has .pp idea of his, whereabouts,, A 
■FOSTER^ continue &• by' .saying his •.association with G-AHE rELB and -rA-: 

" -BIVONh ceasedAin . -1931 when' POSTER graduated fromAhigh.' schools . 

.-AAv A POSTERAS* next; contact- ‘With GARFIELD, occurred'' some . , R, i 
mphths :ago^Whpn;: v GiRPJ^ ■ and hi-s , Attorney y XQUlSiNIZER, 

• appro ached 'the- Ahti-Daf amahion' League and; requested assis tahOe- \ . 
ih clearing himself oi;'. charge's, of: being pro - Communist, POSTERA: 1 ., 
.-.and EBSTEIN discussed' this, between’ themselves and agre e d . that; ; 
'they - wouldyieet with. GAiff IELD, .hear ' his story , A and question ?// - 
.him as tb')ihe associations' to .‘which he Was. 'linked, by, the -; A \- 
.book.;"Red:Phkhnels", • , -. ' A.f A' A.-.. A; A;-v . A A;-, .v. A' A ,vf -,AA' •' 

A*AA‘ ; ^A;V ■--;A.,..AA : : A>. - A"- A A a- A'A;.,.. 

A; ’■ *'■ ; 'A POSTER, and EPSTEIN advised that -they had ;conf err ed - ‘ . A- 

with' GASPd^DD *. several A .tiiaes- . in the .past .f eW. monthsw Further., • • * 

' that , GARPIELD. had subsequently^ denied membership in, t the - 
- Communist : Party .or . YCL; and 1 had claimed that some assoc iat ions V- • 

. ! with -pro- Communis t groups ;were ,, due ,.tp a lack of politipai^ : v ; " 
astuteness , They . stated that GARFIELD had explained , to .them 
•-; thatA other associatiorls bcctarred when, his nstoie -w as., us ed ;by < ! A ;-". 
A'bPg'ah'izatiohe Awithoup. : sai^; he. -;wa.s .'/A / 1 ( A ' 
'/unable to recall the s'pecif ic : explaiiation given by GARFIELD v, ’ A 
as,:to association with any specific - group since ;no.;record A' « * 

.of their - cohversations was kept and the e^Ver>atl,one. -wer^: _‘'*A ! :/ ; ; 
.informal, A - A 'A';';-* V' v 'A'A b 1 ' - ! -,--A'- : ''AA'' •- AAV- " 
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" -- ; i^FOSTEKiurther recalled that 0AHPIEED' Stated that'.. 

- his ..statekeht to the HodseC^Dramittee, on : Un-AraepiCah Affairs v . , ; 

that 4, hS ! .di*d not know any dontounistSF was -made • he'c.ads'e - .he - 
: actually had' no personal khowledge of any , individual being" V* .*1 
a card .carrying member and while he might have ^ suspected, v.;' ... - ‘ ^ 
f individuals' of being -Communists^ he did.-not ^desire to hame’ : / ... ■ 



( 1 GARPlEH> had sat silen:t 'With'.a .hurt; expression' on his if abb i, : :‘<§ ... 

-m /vrt irvrtrx * _ * \n _ A. U. 4 4- ' -Maa ; nS n tovi A'' 4**r\’ Vi *? YU ; ‘ " . /* '* *. 



~ ;'c£d, ' * 

■ ; to GAEPIEItD that , if 'ha: desires to /prove himself npn-Goxm .< 

/■• / -he; must take : an active part in; denounc ihg : and - fighting r •'. ' ' '■ 

„ T '-i ■ Communism, • AThey :■ state di; that they- . .hid ; toXa ;.GAf^lEh30 /that /; ;v, ; V ( 

• :they e2^antW4diiM*',to '-he v'i * *’ 

V: ■/ thdm and thayif they discovered evidence that he. had not . ; y yi ;A- . 

. j. • / - <>y done • so ,i theywould • denounce hiity v iihey. Said/that to.. t this y/yy' :,\;r / : 

■ date /they have be bn ;g. iVbnt •'■ ho / indi'dati^' • that. IE3KD;- waa/ . ... •/ . , • •>* 

■ ' •' /■ .. although : they have heard that a mystery.- woman: witness :had : ■/ 

. appeared .before the Souse Coxnraittee pri , Un-American Activities'. . 

'and named GARFIELD ■ as a Communist,// l'X.* r / ‘ i". ; 

■ ' '■ r /}-• . fOSSEE advised 'that GARPIEED and his Attorney^ vrere ;:v ^/; . :,/, / 

. apparently preparing some; /form'^Of a; stateBient /explaining j.. > v 

;y//. Gfl RP tPT.ri t £ associations although he had .not teen any portions . ‘ V' V: 

; ../.i .df; tame i >/. ;. v 'y. < fi/;' /. l /“ ’ / r \[ /^ y V//y V \ ; 

;J •’ actor," -.was interviewed hy SAS . lend ] | / . 

At this ti*rie> COBB was. appearing with GARFIELD in. . 

wlvtnln q +•. th.i« 'tiwe waS hdvdnff a ' . 


the play “Golden Boy” , which at this time, was having, a ; / 
supoe s s f ul - revival run in Hew York City# ; yCOBB stated that - 

i_ :* -U“‘ : ' - r.rV 4-U Y1 A T^TPT'Gnr.lTi -Rr\r> . <3 AT 1 TTft AT» ??' ^DUt 
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■ ■ and most certainlv he could not .testify as. ■ tp GAHEiEIiD'S 
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HY 100-69074 ; ' .- ;; • •: , VA afrtn^: -^ ’ 'V • ' ' ' ■ 

V;; : -j;: / - 

> , t' a ,e t \, ' r " , ' j. . '* % ' ' : ' f ' ' ’ \ * *. ( '* , :< " v ; sr '* k 

• toe^ : 'Jt^d' : pljA764/^a?ds together on 'many 'OecAsihnsy\b«& -h£y" , 
was ;irf! no dls pus a ;p$liti oal beliefs* ".'' 

/ ’ ", la ' • cpncluaion, • -/GQJBB was specifically 'a^ed; : if'’\he • v 

was now or ever had been a member f of the Communist Party 1 , ^ , 

•to' which! he rep lie d ”no tt • 


IV. 


.'V f 


• \f & > , », 1 


- j --Oh hay. 9, 195CiVi^i^ 

aided no;: snbstahbial! ^deb^'is^'bo'jthpj' s'bory . which , hhhad, pre- - "? •’£> 
viously given , to' the House Coraniittee oh Uh-^mierican 'Activities,'^ , 
which, it.' will, be recalled, was hie admissioh,:tp, ;b.eing a , ■'■-iy'1' 
member,., of the C "ommuni s tliarfy,^for : approximately lb irionths in 
the mid 193PJfsV At this time, KAZAN stated that Gi^PXELD ; 

' definitely wathpt -a member of the ;Cpmmuhist .''Par^'.^hit..,.-. / -/; ;• ; . ! 
within the Group iEhe,atpr; ^so”: i^leh. befongedydur ^ , •,% 

r*AT»io<i of* Sh i <5 . h at»*c? h i ri ^ ' Ha; *Tnr> -hh at»" A*hfl*hA^ •feliiQ’fc ’ hA - Kfld tjo 


„ '. Confidential;^ 1-5* T-6> T-7 and T-3,, . all : 1 ; 

of /known, reliability, /who have been active in ahd« familiar . 
with Communist Party activities iri the 'Now^ork- areafor; ; 
varied periods , co;verihg : the last; lS yearn^mavised they had 'J35* 
no : information as to’ whether; GARFIELD had^ e v er; b e On ’■ a member 
of the Communist'- r c,';. _ •. *'f l , v . 

,, , Confidential .Inf ormant T-9;» of knovm ; r eliability , ' : ; ?- 

Who was a functionary of the Goxnmunist Party f or inahy .years, 
advised that she alwaysr assdmed that GARKEELD was "part of • 
the Communist P ar ty ” ; hpwev er V she did not ,]mpw , that 'he was 
actually a' .member* • .."/>! >■*•.•* ... : h r _ 3 ^- / ’•'■■■ '. Ap ; Vv '>•/>' 

^: v:- v>V Confidential I^ormant T-io, : of known r e liability , : . , 

. Who was. a' memb er o f the 'Ijatibhai^ Commit tee^.df .. 'the 1TOL. during - "• 
the , late 1920 *s and early; 193Q ‘ s stated that- lOBN GARFIELD 
.was; unknown to him and he had no knowledge that /.ti^>-!latt€^\'t/ = 
had ever been - a member of these organizations ... .... -k} : ~ ••» ' ’ 

... > X\ '-fc- ,mv an ef f pirt . to locate MARffi^EEHT, 'former GARFIELD' ■ 
maid reported to be residing at 55 West Broadway,. Long BeaPh>.f ; 
Hew York, the 1 f olip wing. fnVP.gf ightion was Gpndup. ted by SAG ' 
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«•; -Hotel, 55 ¥est. Broadway, Lopg Be ack, r Lozig;IsiaiJd,- Hew YorJkjv,. : 

’ ; >.:=, advised a check of the. hotel . records failed -to;'' ref leotr, : ; > : 

i ..anyone by the dame ^^v,of;r MARIE 5ENT, eitb©i^ : ; living at. or\\ • AA\ 
.< • v ; .employed by .tbe .Cp^sbader .Hotel* •. Ho -.record could be' located 
V". ad-: ever Shaving: registerOd'.at' the hotel* -Aw?#*. 

■\\ .•» MORRISON stated it is - quite pos sible that : MARIE RENT .stays d ' V\ 

^ • .v j / at the Hotel - as a personal mid of, s pjjid . gue st and that should/ 

/•V r j this be the c as e , her name-would not appear^ on- ttie regis ter}* Ar ; 

' * *•.*• Mrs'* MORRISON advised brat' &• Ers* y^SPMAH'.'i^ka” }tiie. only.'^iest AA 
at the. hotel at 'pre.s^t.}^.^i%- a personal maid* 

^s'^.-Li^RMAH^ e.^teVVh? ’-Has-’ had\'vher r present maid,. -•'Vv'-'.V 
;•• ..RAlTH'.LOYB^fpr ‘approximately '6he year and “prior' to t|ia.t' -Her '* • ,v v 

*A. T.T« « /IT ADTATTn ^TtXtVT» ’ *U:V»U "U ' ' ~ ; ~ it —ja-.l'i V *\ 


■»- ■ 


; : ' Mai d . was GLORIOUS HOPE-, - both ne gro .and bo thfoYlawers; of- 

' Fhther ~ f %y,lne+A 


■ $. 


.. .. - . . -name;- ^ E^IE’ :lENT} ; was> 

/Unknown to her* c.,/ ’ ;> . ; \V * ‘ y&A A'A •'•?•£* ■ : X/i' - •>, ' 

' v : 'r.:*'',-''-/* yyA [A '■A'^A?Ai j .AzA- r: A-A~A, *. A A: A 

■ A FAITH - LOVE advis ed that 'prior ,to •rherr : empl^mnt’ vby. J •;* '-'y.: A 


■v v 3- Mrs* LIPPMM ^/sne^was engaged in misilonary '.workr.* J -FAi.fe^0VB ^ 

\* r stated the name ' MlElFENTiwas; unknbwEu^ tn.'}ker« -v.V'.-- '■ h ,:V • ./ 

'v- '• '-y: v ,AAA;AA ; '- 

> *' ■’ l , . ,T AtTM C* rtm\/T'L ''Lj i Hfv/T ATCF f KT ‘T2^’4.*i 1 v>4- Avt /4 Avi'+* « /^jT.T<*»4-r f'L' 1 . ’ ■** 


■ - y .V- ,-JQHH SCHMERTMAHH,} Building. Superintendent^. Broadway.^ -" v 
‘ -Apartment s^. T 25; West Bro'adway, Long BeacJa, ;Long lsIand ; , :New yAA-. 

A'y A ^°^%}(dextr to Coimtiander Hotel| , advised he/had ^ ho recor 4 . ;6f. : / ' : 

ft "fyf A*DTT? -TjTMtm . v» n 4 w*? . K 4*} 4- X/s '.LJ'iWiX rt' /3*-TnT* '.iivsn'VllvM Avs'l'/Ii - ■’ "lirt'Xrfc .v '» * , . 



. : r A\AA-y. •■y' '■ There Is} no listinig of a. ; -MEARlB''; FENT/?ih.''; the'',Loipg* Beach, 
: .y\y -Long Island', Hew, 'York tei'ephone^ -directo^ , <4 ^ A>.y *'■'<. A 
: - ‘S ~* 1 . r ‘ ■ * • ” ' v « '' 'j 1 : » . l ' /' t f # * ,*■ - \A 'TV A ’ W ,V. 


; • . The Board of Election' records for .Bronjc and .Hew .York. ; ; 

;• AA counties covering the ( known addresses of GARFIE.IjD ; in New York 
v : y P^et ;2? .;ye ^rs^were checked; without Iddhtine: variv . V.'. 1 

. • •*. Ay , yo ti^g^egistratlon}: 

* " *-?. 1 ' ii ' * ~ H v v ’ * ^ fi r uj'' 
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• TArnt G fl wwTTiT.TV w as int el? vie wed - by SAS 


^ bo >\ 

hie 1 
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|in tills off! ce on Mky; 10^^195^*"- •> 

from iijuu A.:m; until 2: 00 p *M. The interview.- was initiated 
by: a: call mad© by GARFIELD to this office dia jlay 1952, at ' '•> C., 
which time he indicated that he desired to see . the; j^ent. in.- '• * . ' , 

charge* GARFIELD, in, accordance * with an", app6ihWent'..,mde on , . , 

May, dth, appeared -at ■this, office on May ;10th, ,;accdmp4hied by ■ 

; «h' '■ , attorney,- SID Ni^,£AVIS> of' thd law firm- ofv-Philipp^ ili2ser,;^ ; '/-. ’ ’•• 

, Ben jamin, and Kraai* ; l^Oi Broadway, ? Mew York , City*- . bO-O .. ' 

*-•■ the' yery, ’ coimnenceraeiaf of tho.^a^te'^iew,’' 0. 

■ Fas hske.d/theV purpos e. for which' he came ‘ to- this . of fioe :and r .‘he " 'ft 
, advised that he had dehlredVto^visit . this , office" hnd dxscuss /; 1 ' 

his case with the /Bureau from .its very inception, but he had,’. '/ ' 
felti as had his attorneys, that, such a .visit might be construed 
as an attempt on- his'. -part, to inf luence the investigation* : V; O'; 

: Accordingly , he ? waited .until several days; ago when ; the idea 

£) fl* O ’? 1 Tl A/i rtll V>Y>Ay^ , c +*/"v tv n Vvi *'• ' 1 n 4 *“ . +* h •? « 4 - «? w»a 1 a A n. a’ 4 », 4 »/\v»vv a-w-a a >»wa a^I ’ ' - * * * . 


» s . * 
.t* 



- v: j. * 
‘ 


appoint* i?. 


:' : A.t’the 'Bx^eah -id. -awar^, Q^I^EBD’S: visit toChis Vv ' v ; 
office was initiated by ^FOSTOLD FOSTER, of';. the Anti-Bef araat ion , ‘ • - 0 
Be ague, - with whom GARFIELD ■.had been in touch for several • , > v 

‘ months in an- effort to -gain their assistance in- Clearing 'his 
name of pr p-Communis t aildgatiohs* , It is known that • ARMQLD 
1 FOSTER , - following la conved s'atiohiWith an of f ic i’al of' .this • *.;> ' 

Btr etu >oh* May 7 ,; 1952, ; intended ’to tell GARFIELD that he . had i 
come to .the conclusion that if GARFIELD really-canted to malce ’*♦ 
a. clean breast of everything he should go . to the FBI', tell ; ■ , ' l . 
his ;story., k ' and .agree to hhsirdr ' b 

\/;^yttkiELD'. ^jas'.' hs^e'd; ^f-.'Jhe coo Id furnish ail;oflhis.. f, b-'-lb'i 
.Mew lYorJc.-ad^ess'es^ ^ Jsi 2 ice;-the. time; of 'his school,’; day S;>: ’ sin^ l • 

after spi^V-i^^'ld^a^ibii-- he^CUrpdl^e'd. the f oil owing addr esses ; 
for thd approximate periods indicated: : "y •. ; , *■, 


* 1*; Late 1920 r s ;ahd:,#ariy i930's;f‘ ; ..23l2..-P-rospeCt - 4 Aveht»e-,';.Brohx,;, . •-••• 

. - New York. : GARFIELD stated that- this was the home ,of. his - : /• 

■ /father at the tike he attended school at P ,S . \S In the • . ' / ■ ’* 1/ 

'Bronx;* O':: .*•' =-'-‘ :-.Y • : -’ v V'rV; Si ; ; 

i ■ ', 2* . jRcpm-' 9^1v or , 'l95'2'--tihtll abqut ‘ - 1^^; vt - 11 ’ f r;S!‘: ..v 

?- ; address further south in the Bronx'- from .the . aforementioned, 00 0 £ O' 
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;; % ^ ^ -°f '1^ 

;>■- '-V> -y # ,,;^ :‘V*\y ;v:,yy >y ( *■* *■. */. ^ ' , ■' ’y> f -> 

* ?1 ' -i THtinKohl ir ^frS +:htfi *£'? 'h’tr r\ 'f* t H Aial c^rro-wr} ■ >** i - 


, ' y •’. .probably in tbe vicinity .of cSo^tner^'.'Bp^ieyard arid . 3!remont 
.'•;” \.y.y ■ 'Avexiue • • ref ereno e to t$is address 

\‘ ’ tlaat . his father naddabted tbere durirjg ' aperiod about the^-. >• 

, ; V. ; ; • .; time that be ; ieft s<^obl apd/ during -wbicli; time he. ran away 

' from home several fimAss ' and- ’did; hat/-.resi;de" ^©gulariy'' ait". '. ■ ,•; 

' ■•-•■'■ ' homev: V X : *- ’ w,:: \ .'f- 

y ri .. • ' * * i, * i * .. , * v * ' 

- y r ' »; , '?*' .** ‘ ^ yt 'v ^ 1 ; . >* \ ,/, V / * « 


-V . - r 


• - V-' lV .: .Aveiiub, N©w : Yorjc Cdtyj! : 'Wn©feai 'SjAH&U^ \f : ’ 

•«' ;••■■' ; ; r . ^ •*" • 4b. a . f ui’nisiad d no.om " 'Qv©rv .a*-' s tor © ■ wi tb l tbe \lat©. ' ; SL OMB» \ V'>V '' ' ■ ' 

•• .a puppet©©r,y^h.o : wili; b© mentiQned 'iater he i»einv' i ' ; , yi;/, ;- 

V '/ , , v” 4 * < About On '7.2nd • Street f jua' t 'off ; B‘iv©r si de*’ -i)riy©> • >> * -•• i ; ■' J 
•j'; - ' Uu.y. ■ GABFIELD ©plained tbat' he.;and his; viife occupied a' ftannished' 

room in >' tb i s irlc i^i itv for a beriod of a ev aYi otp .diedit mo'rvfcbs I 


.. ; v ;;;< 2»: sauyi*i<’ *7^::;, aparweni- a> ,ap v Tuire.caii©u. ‘aacu?es3;^ 

' iV *■ “ Gr ©©nwi'on ' Villa ge « ^liob; r GARFIELIj : s.tated be shared with' an\V ; ' ' 

... ^act^:.'W^ , •. : 



"•?' iy:p:» FjalS, of^ : iVSf jswmer : Waver ly •■">' - «yy. 

-C P; ia©e (b©tw©en v Wadbixi^ e Weist' and 6tb v ^A^ . , . ; -V 

^ S **rfc 1 r* n T 4- -^4. \ " OATi -rrt V " » r\ J3' T Jf . la"^' -3 ‘ * up ill ‘ ' ' t*' ’ *" « « \,s'" 
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; . ;/ ’"’l '•' Cbhtidrhing his <£a&g*Oun&i ,'! .tsha#-' 7 ’ '*-'• “ ' -' ' .’;,• : 

f.'while in v Jiigh 'acJiopi;’aI^d• ; 'he^ : Qpe*^c;oiJ^l©ti•Qh'^th0^ehf,' with.'-.;- : 
the , asgis taric e „ of “the 5 late AHGELQ ’ F AQ?RI "&. ’ well-kno^m •:■- V • 
educator, child psychologist* and •ppj^dipail/df ■ i^S* 1+5 in ‘ ' 

the Bronx,. New York, .he secured a Scholarship to; the Actors •> .« 
Laboratdry Theater, which was operated. by t¥b’ l^ite Russians ^ . 

10 are how' dead, MARIA OIJSPENSKAfA . and RICHARD BOLESLAVSKY . ‘ •/ .. 
ie statedsthat one - of the instructors' at the school, was V . 

v: v - % . ./H 1 ' C- • -r •*' ',7^'^ w *. 

V XI :r : stated that ? prior . t b- • the completion of: his spholar- V' :, V 
•ship term," i&is ’school was- * disbanded ^d .he - became an/.-Apprentice;,, ; / 
in;, the QivicS Repertoire * The ater of ; EV^Li^GAbLtMlIE. r " \He-Js. hated':.' • J ‘ ‘ 
that: following his! association with this ijroup; he appeared . ‘ 

’ . briefly; ' ih-‘hfpiay ' . entitle d' ’’Los t Boy ” iri.- 193’2>i,ahd' 'ih-' : -to6;<s,arie'.. v ,, 
yeai» and for part of the f ollowing, -3^ ar appe ared in a- play 1 • 

•ehtltl ed.''.’?pounselQr'.!at haw” with PAOTj^hlJi; -; v Thereafter he',.' XX %X- • 
appear ed ih ^a'.play ehtitled: . ’’.Peace On- Earth” , produced . by the . J*» V- 
;1 theater tlhipn, .following which he applied to , 

" asvan apprentice, but (wah-turhed down**, ^ [.y. -’.'"V ' 
ja ,;the summer of 1934, he -Was erriployed as a, counselor 


? the Group .-Tneater in. that cap a c i ty at Ellen-yiHe, iNe.w ^orAji-/' 
where;the, 'Group Theater maintained a large house in idiich its 
members dwelt and rehe arsed He stated that he continued with 


\ the. . Group Theater v until ' 1930 when,,: failing; to obtain the malor 
role ‘in a play which : <X.IPFOftfiropETS, the playwright; had as stared 
\ him he had written specifically, for GARFIELD , he -left' the Group 
• Theater ^and went to Hollywood# V U--: . *'•' \ 7 *' 




. ' il %. 
\ - s ‘ *„ 


- ; ; - ' Q^FIWp ' wa t s\ questioned ; ;as v 1 6 ,‘ or ; not’ le had \;i % 

in his possession .canc elled checks ‘"for' any pons ider able period 
.and- whether pr ; hoi »he would makb them available* : to this Office* : . 
"GARFIELD stated; that he believed that he had all of his canceled; 
checks back to' and including 191J-7, He was ask e d whe the r or not ' ♦ 
he would have checks which. had been issued in 19 i|- 5 * and he '1 
. stated there-was a pos sibility,, although. he was not certain. . -}'' f 
; He : was f eqxie sted- to endeavor to 1 oe at e che ck ^19 is sued. . on : : " . 
i‘:June 11,. 194^, .-■inthe amount, of $100, by. his. wife, and -drawn 
on the Bank of -. Amer ic a, Rational T^^b anh* Savings As dociabion, ,, / 
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SUnset Clark Branch.;; 'QilRFIBljjD' stated he, waulden&eavor to ' r ; " 
loc site this ; check but advised that; although this was a trustee * 
' account maintained jointly, by him and his wif e, it was,,, an ‘ , 
account ; used exclusively by his wife,, over which he exercised ; 
no control ahd .had no occasion to review the Cancelled checks 
thereof. /> ,y y .- ; ; /. • 'V. y'y; V .■ 'y /; , ; .y y 

•v •> * , * jO^^EtD^was'.' question© d.;as to Aether .he ',h : 

any ’contrihhtioh' to^ ’'New Masse s'l.^Sadine -during this, period -v 
; in 194 . 5 # ''and; reiterated his Statement which ’heC.l" i> ' ------ 


. ' « W • p 


* ** • ‘ 


l 


. made before the HCUA that he -had 1 heVer^J-kjaoWihg-ay' mside any • y 
^Qontributioh v to '?New Masses", -although he recalled having' :■ -V .' 

! purchased the magazine on occasions to read ar t ic le s appear ing - t 
therein#' ^lEe' ; :Wa:s^queet4^^' ; and .denied any knowledge ' Of or Vv y v 
' aCdUaints^c e,:, with any/ conversation with her --vy • 

yin wh^k v hh..or, hip 4 .y.if;e> au^t-hay©. 'Is^qated .to that- 

they w cruld urge tLiFFQRDGDETS t o contr ibute t o ; "New Masse s *-’ * ; . . • 

*7* 7 JBeCanse; Of' GARFiEEptS Su»sa$ir. '■}) y 

'•at7 i(^-lo.nvoh^udeon« .he was questioned as 1 to Aether he yras . / -••• ' 
acquainted, with, J0E,N0RTH;or ELlhABEm ^OOSy jmd .denied /that, • v 
ne knew these peopi'ey • , - .* ' ■" •••' YY Y-''- ;,/ '- \"\ Y : y "" \ - - Y\ 

y, vs V . . QARPIEIiD " was;' que CtiOnedv coho ..ending? his' knowledge of Y\ . 

• • jd&h /the . pr£ri±y ikee* ' v -iaid '' advis ed fy y 

he ;3*rds ' keeping '{chripany . with a girl by the "name y 

of 'viQLE¥®BERIiE andythat -she: had; interested him , in. "this ; . 
organization and he/had’ attended' several meetingO thereof *: v Uv , 

. he stated that the^ Rroby "PTee Fellowship was a ^Oqiaiist, group . 
.uronhy; on©-; ah •’ that; the. group held 5. ’->. 

-meetings, in a Protes tant church .in - the Bronx and; had principally 
^ Protestant minis ter s ad speakers before this group. Hp stated 
. that he' visited the Bronx Free Fellowship., infrequent ly and 
' that during ; this periodhe -had no political interests, whatsoever* 
.'GARFIELD' letophatically denied" any knowiedge of h; 

' XGL. group* within the ‘ Bronx Free •• Fellowship. ,or - endeavoring to 
/thke’ over 'this; Org^ization*;. ' Y'Y -h*.* - * V;V ',' y.-v V- y^ fy- 

f, \'Y . GARFIELD was questioned concerning MARTIN SLOANE,; with ,; ; 

‘ vhom, ;he, ; had previously advised, he-^rhg^ded, and he stated , y y r ; 

• that iie first met. SLOASE^ -- -through VIpT^^^GLFBONy. awriter and . ^ 

assistant stage manager of the play .^Gounseior }a&- haw'V/ He;«- y 

-. 'stated that SLOANE urged himytoygo'r to college- ; and to'give -ttpyy ; 
acting* ’ He staled .that; SLGANE was. a hi^iy emotional and y y 
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rather neurot ic individual * with consider able // 

culties and he subsequently .was committed <t o.an insane asylum, 
and, after his release ..therefrom committed suicide.-, ' He. was 
questioned ds‘ to whettier hehad. any knowledge that. SLGANE' bad ' 
been a member of the Conmunist Party and stated that be had*-.,-/ 
no such knowledge*; but that .he recalled on one. occasion while 
visiting SLQANE . in an upstate , insane asylum* SLGANE had made , 
odd r exnarks’ to the effect^that.he waS being folio weid. * 1 


£/■ 


GARFIELD abated that he was, acquaint e d with 

* 'id ^ XV. ' 4*Vk ^ 




L , ' - 
, W,N - i, * - - * 



. -/ " y 


- '' , ' }*> '' 
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. -e*' - - ' 
r --5 - \ . > "* 


a f 


- • ?*'* >, /. 


MANN had ever attempted to recruit him 'for either, of the 
aforementioned two organizations • 

GARFIELD was then quest! one d ' concerning his : wife, C; 

■- < y~- | _ j j- . r, v > * m** • * ^ " VA -*a * * i - ^ 1 • * ” ^ 1 . _ . _*» i 1 i ^ 1 *” J3k — ^ 

..ROBERT^ 
she 

■questioned . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . 

appeared in the "Los Angeles DallyNews" ,of;/une 7/ 1951 
which indicated that /there was a human interest* story of card 
holder 25192 in 19ii:3 arid b ook #49817 in 1944,. • i© shed by Branch 
of the Northwest Section of -the C ommUn is t par t y of Los Ahge les • „ 
GARFIELD stated that*: he., wasunawar e ; of the appear ance of this ■ 
article and stated that .he had no : indication that i t. deferred . ; < 
l to his wife t/s * • ' ' 0- y -. y // ..7 yt / /f/i £;•*' *■£.% I ■ /' j. ' 

-.*;/> ■* He was quhsii-bmd as i: to whether he was acquainted • • 

.with ..one: EL IZ ABEI^^EACH ' and he denied ahy ^nowledga'-of or ’ t 
acquaintance with 'Wras^asked if, he . could give .any , • - ” 

explanation as to why - she might have visited his home at 1712 * 
North Stanley, Hollywood, v Calif ornia. on August, 31, d944> ©nh . / 
he radyised that he;. had no explanation. for this yisit^/ He 
>fur:tier. exjj laine d tha t he was;, probably not; at homey at : this 
: «time'; that he^ 'may .have’ been entertaining^ thie 5 : drsai^.d^ *|\ -,•».* 

: forces, or even if he were at home in Hollywood, it was his 
practice to leave home at about "eleven in the moming when he’ y 
' was not making, a picture'* and spend most of the day at the .-- : - 

; Beyer ly-' Biliqy^jBnnif -yCl^ ;*-. ; y'* «... .'-*^/CV ''-V "• ^>K '■ . ■ 


.V ■ 




- •% - 



•" f lushe dvis ibly and then bl anche d and stated -that he first met 

on. his return -^<M*-'HoilyWQqd' ! ' *; y- 


-‘V* 




: : * :: t K ~: - - v - ’ •' t. ' ^*4™ r-irsrA-h iwfi. \ * / . 
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y\ J ) '«17^>tv/ : : : '^*v/. : - 
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. ; ’in lat#’ .1^36: ./early i9391s£ter having ^ade ; .iiis .flrsi pic,ta^e*> ]: 

;- :Se- • 9 ^bal50a-“ ih w he ' • s aw them' possibly . three to; £1 jfb .times -and. V */;*,; : ' •*’ > 
. .; • ; ■■ may possibly have visited their - home. ,which he -rhughly recalled v v 
as feeing . somewhere on the Grand .Concourse in the Bronx* He * •; V .. 

stated that he seemed. t'o recall having talcen a day-long auto- ,[ 

,i':y ■ motile trip with them somewhere in the country* ‘ He* 3 tatedthat _ , 

■; : hie:.' could hot./r^ecail that -they had. aimai.d, at that; time and . did* : ; . ■ v" 1 

;4 y • ”5 hot believe /that •■'he-'' , ahd:his' ^^ejhadyi a although . J 

I c <-v they ? may' hate' ;Vempl0yed^:ah' dc.ca^iohai; Bhid"^Zbh':Wdrk^oh: a; daily; " :iA> 

/ '{ ; D8.S1S#; V* '£'**}? */' 'A ^ ,w‘ ' : 4 v* / /VA ;. v V A \ * '/ *' 

V . /'■•■•' •/ GJfiPIEDI) denied that lie .had any knowledge'; that' LEG; ,^v.V‘ ; r - 

• .••...'.••;aad : ;^S-- GOLDSlfcE&JJ /we^ t^t ;hd had ' • - ."* 

v ‘ V.’ fcv:sr • , attended' anp; 1 Communis ' at^the lx 1 ^hcaae'. ■ -/' \ 

; 9h‘ that^ ^ he had/ joined the ? Conmii^ist;P J ^ty : /at; ;;.l ) }) ;■ 

V .■»' ' We ■ s-hflt.Af}' -hho-h he ViflrJ no lertbw ledffW ot anv ebn>esnondenco ■ ! • 


:FIELD. was questioned as to whether he was acquainted - / - 

wi-th;l(IA^^^'X|BffiG;; : (f r : zbtk.pistric t;:^do^ o£ 'the^^^/^^'V « 

v.; Communist party ) and GAH FIEL X) stated he could; recall no indi- ... ■;>: • - 
'•47 • name* *C • •/ • •'"* r' - "• •- .* * • •• . ': J ' 1 '• > • .. 




* •„ * 


•; 1-v . &ARFISLI) was. questioned concerning hi s acquaint anc'e '«'/ 

‘ 7 :t '••’•' •.V-with HM < ^<lSi^.i^'and ; 'stated/;.iaiat^ a- jcasual^bdial^^’-/ . i 

/, ; r e la t i onship , 'feeguh in Hollywo o d, whe re EISLER tras ;a ^fniend of ■ - '* 

/' ‘ s v:. ' rrr.Twwiwn Via wia - h thtst.'R'R'. 1 at several cocktail.: , <■-? ?' 


^ 7 in Hollywood motion picture circles when he met him, having: 



0 h this o ccasioh’ he: ?-a beompah’ied ARHQLB^i 
i* •/’ • party’ ,at/mSIEfi*S^ojineV.' He stated that he never .'knew HAHS: . 

v r , • / . EISLER; to be a'/ ’Communist party member - arid that, to the contrary , .. 

* had heard the latter ridicule the' Commimiats on bbcasions. . fV/;. , 

.< l '*.t r '" r i , ’ • * 'Z < * , **C * • + ** * W‘. - 'I 1 * , ' “ , 1 *.* V 1 ' ‘*2 J,' ■ ^ ,!■.** *, i’^ 4 , -* • ,4 ' * 

’’W a. 3 * ^ ^ 4 . > 4 ' * " **. ‘ %; v ,y , % *;*- . '• --’*1 •~' !t + - ^ >,*'/' , . . . % 

t / • * . • /• / GAHFIEL B stated that he was not.vacqiaainted with a ••:. - 

:PE 1 r^#TjN^E, ;• was; > lS 

" 7: r‘}\ : meeting at her home>. rind that he was never a member Of : the . ■ • V.;‘ ^ -■ - 

: ' 7 ; . '^-^Hbli^qbd'. League '.''^dr*;- pemo.cr atic Action;"'' ' ' ? V : ' -V 
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. «' ' ' ‘ ’ * .V GARFIELD . was quest! one'd as to whe ther ho -had \ *. .. 

-• ' attended: -a meeting- on April Hollywood 

Roosevelt Hotel, under the; auspices ; of the Hollywood chap- y - . 

ter of the League of AmSfican Writers^’ and. advised that, he 
V- did not attend, such a meeting and believed that at that: 

- . tiine he was probably , oyer seas .enter tainixjg' • troops,- possibly '* 
■' in the: C^ibbean : d!heater ,♦ Concerning this' trip to, the. - , 

V yCaribbean, /topfcbhi*. does, not .reoail.-beit^/V: ; ; 

A/Cin^oiv*©^ in any discus sibhs\,*'o-^^^^^iiti ; ' 

• * v , $ith >rei>r^s*6ntati^ii's. -of>thby_jimy,\ dithough ;he, rebelled that y 
■ . . IAUREL and HAHDZ* the comedians, who were also part -of the, : 
■ group , . had a- he ated dis’cds Sion with a :Geh er;al A10REWS, over - ’i' 
• r .the accommodations' which they were afforded on one of .the 7 !* 
islands* •- V-- 'T-rfy^ • v :-* s V ... .*• ;’^r --A’’ y- ' 




; : 'Vfc-.:.., ; * ; " ,'G^FEEQI). denied; that, hey was 1 ever' associated .in /any i:\ • y 

yy\ ;;; ;;.way ..-.with <;t^;Yjhtbrha^d^i < Jprlie^s ;*0rde» . v -f . ; ■ "• -y% iv- «£<•». 

. A ’ % \s* : v \yA c .y \.]K’y'-A " ' -.VyV: ■ yV V'yy>yA : -'‘ • A 

yyy '•> , vv** v.GARFIHiD:.was' questioned eqhbern’ihg .his assbcfatioh 
: .ry5 « with, arid activity .on behalf . of '/ the ? Joint : AhtiiFascist, Ite.fugee 
' - .\tomittee,. the National^ Council Of. Amer ican^o vie t- .Friendship, ' . V 
*. ■ V j ®nd 1 .the yNatiorial Couhc il of 'Arts , Bcibnc es , and Prof es sib‘ns> - : ;* , ‘X y ■ ■ 

-■'-.’ and gave ;the foliowing '"account yof this. actiy ' -’' : AA : vA ' 

;-/ ' \ . Het tated. that he was-. never a me mb eiy o fy the JAFR.C ,= • > ' - ' ' v 
• although he spoke bn ths.i?? , behalf .- oh sovef ai bcbasiom* 'and yy 

may have contributed to this, organization in the form'O^f . ■ iy^. f'vy' 

yy,..;- purchda&yof dlnher or .theater, 'tippets*- ’ rV; 

:V : -• ; r Concerning- the. NCASF, ■ he'- .state d ; that -he -may possibly V y' l- 
v: have spoken; op behalf of this orgahization bn One or two -, • • ■ ">; ' 

y occasions during the period from X9i^ ''to- >1.9^4 .and specifically ,y, . 

• . may haye' aPpbarsd at a ; tally Sponsored by .this organization..' ,. 
r J •;. libay Angeiee-* ; . ' y 


Gone erning the HCASF, he stated that he had , contributed t b : 
y'y. money to this organization during* the period when HENRY VfALLACB ^ 

' was, associated With it and prxory to ; the time - that WALLACE had " ' ' V 

; y v’. declare dy hims elf as a Presidential candidate He stated that - - 
■ ■ he recalled having xcet. Professor HARL'OM^SHAPELy oif Harvard . v,. . .• Ay ; 
c ; y 'University at' a function of this organization ih'Hew Xort City, n ; - •” h'> 
tot was quite y certain tiat he had hot met they latter -at Bostoh, ’ 

.•yy^ Massa^usetts*^ He- stated that this; only recbilection, of having •'!/ vv 
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' ■/' visited 'Boston, was' '’Ill’s picture * "Body • ;.' .*V 
and. Soul rt , c at wMcTi time : iie also spoke.at aRe'dFeathers 
; rally, - a Community Chest organlz atipn in Boston*' v s - 

, ' ; * * ' ^ y GA^IELi) ; was 'then, questioned concerning his presence 

■ . i Washington, I)iC. ,* in March and April, 194P', and- advised 
that since his testimony-hefore theysOuse, Committee 'On TJn- 



,He;r e iterated the ^denial pretipusly made before the. 
y'fi<^-vtSat ’he “had attended -a meeting; of . the .National- Negro >•"*. • • 
CongreCs. • The photogrsph .taken of , GAR51ELD and others at the 
: Phyllis Whe atleyOTWCA was then exhibited to GAR51ELB, and he . 

stated that he had no recollection of this photograph having - 
- Been taken and. inquired as; to whether it was he who appeared ■; 
k.in theyirpnt center section of this photograph. He was.,* 
.assured, that.lt was and he reiterated his denial of any ' - . ■- 
/•;r.e collection of this photograph having been , taken* 't; He stated , 
that he was unable to recall any ofthe ihdividuals . appearixig 'A 
- jih,. inis’ ,photdg»4^ ; -Wi-iii*. ififib* ■••*/" . ^ '“".'Vf 


-■j 




‘.1 . 

i 1 


■; ‘ >H * ' .GAHPIBLD was - 'then questioned concerning, thei Group . 
Theater camp at Ellen ville. New York in the sunriner of 1934-* '* 

;He .stated^ that he had:-hi6..knoWledge yof^ any Communist: Party, /;»»' 

V activity having -taken '..place ; at this; camp , and ‘ when, questioned 
as to any 1 labor ; difficulties whi ch,exist e d- there, he- stated; ' » 

• there was continuous trouble throughout the time of the camp * s 

• exis tencq ; with the domestic; help and that he. was not concerned 

With- these troubles because.;he' * was/' there on the cuff’?*: He • ' 

/stated that his ' wife w as not • a regular guest at the camp but . ; 
y visited ' there, occasionally and ' that they were ’ not 11 officially .. r. 
; '; ! married ,, 'at that time.; . He wasquest ione d , as to his knowledge; 

of a Commuhi.st Party group within : the .Group;; Theater which 1 has* a ; ; 
-been named by Eh Id : £AZM » and denied' knowledge .of theyexis tehee 
of such a Communis t party-group , 1 and further; denied that any' 

’ -of the individuals named had ever attempted* to recruit -him on ./ 
behalf of the^ ^ Commtihist* Party * ■ r ; - ; > "V 

' • Ho , was - qu© s tiohed ; as to whether . he had' been, involved; * 1 ’ : 
y in ail /'incident in hlienvilie regarding a bottle .of whiskey and 
■ whether he had made the statement, .’’This is' a: Communist group 
hhd everything ■ here belongs : to ;ev er yone * and he stated that K. 
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'Hfb& dbesnotrecall having made the - s tatement and that he \ -V' \ 

‘ would not have made such a s tatement becaus e he had ho such ' 

. knowledge. ' He stated further, that, it; was extreme lyUnlikely , \ 
.'that he would be involved in any incideht involving' a bottle ;1 V 
' of whiskey at, that, time because he did. not drink much then 
and* did not commence; to. drink Whiskey until, he went to t 

■■■Hollywood*^' • ,Vv /■ ■’ .. -;j ;> 

- ; : v: (j^dj^iELD! waS; * flue s.,t i one d hone er hthg ISANDU ;-"Fi£iMi 3 > . 

V; with which. ,hevw as , ailbgediy /intj^fedted*^ ‘He stated; that'; 

' ; ; corpbratioii; was iorgahizod by : BQB^R 0 BERTS, . together, with \\\ "• 


,n* 


\ 


were w. joxa 

fwnicH"would produce ’’socially siguificant u iilms^ ; Hebetated- ■ ... 

/ he^. invested •appi^xlinate.ly' ^li.OOO;-' i^l&isVccmpahy; dad attended 
' two pr three meetings, - but ; that;,tb\hLis, knowledge^ GE 0 T. or 'V *. :' 

: .HHSTON never did become financially ‘ or* otherwise , interestSd.*.' 

’{ : ■ He; stated that at: the ’possible ; ptOrtiis-- and- • r 

produc tions were; dis cus se.d b : ut ; there .Was Cation ' 

' pif . Communis t Party activity , and that the .. c ompany hev.br went. / . • 
1 into • production andeventualiy fai led,;:wi th a cons eluent ial •; .» - 
^financial,- .loss ' to ..him*; ;»■. V\ '■ -. •• :■ ’ £. • 


- «,wr* 

f V‘ r y 


i . 


g/ '.' 
A-;' : 3 " 


; . ^ X-v /■ . GARPIlJEjD waO: Questioned ; as to, several of his, .alleged ' 
^leh^^'a^^&dqua£nt&’e'ds\^idto ;’haVp’;; ’^egorte^ been " ■ , 

■ Coiamunlst^ ^ party members, ^find, With^e.f erehc ©.■. to all.of^ these- , ; ... 
; he j /adtis ed that he had’; : no -knowle dge that ;' any of ' them . were .• , •> s •; 
manbers .of the C.oramimist party ? ; although he has"#ii|da ;^e;arhpd'.‘. y,'.,; 
thpough^ ^ hewsp%drs' : and othef public ;'cOmmuhicatiohs;)that some-, 

*■ arei, apparently- members*' No .effort was, made to question .;• . 

GARFIELD specifically ^ on all of his . acq\iaintanees /because of . •_ 

r, hLiSvgeneral Stdtemeut^' >idiidh- • wlils reiterated' in uhis 'inter view, ; „ 
;-,th.at .he;heverVkh©w^ ^'ahy'.ihdividtialjth.'be a member of , the i Communist 
f ar ’ The •' per sons; 'c cto cerning , whom G-ABSIELD , was- specifically-,' r ; 

questioned and the coimiientSv Which h.e made concerniiig them are ; • 

; . set forth hereaf ter } ‘ . , - : :; v . . ‘ * '* 

MORTON .GRAN® GAREEELD'.s t at ed that he hadhO re collect; 

tl on of ever having me V . this..; ihdi vidual> * * 1 ' - . . ' , ; : 5 . v . ' •. 

;V * •/•>' t/if;: •*.•;. ‘ b '.?v -x-U-i’ •' - f 

^l^iEBERMAN.-. .GARFIELD » identified this individual 
' .Vas a painter whom he had met.soc ially but never knew’. to be a; 

; Communist psrty' member • V V? -Jf . ' ^ ‘ ‘ : ' ; 
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. .. . - ^ — -N ; — w that>ha-'hAd7'.’ 7 ' 

.. -met this :lnaijAdiaal;./^- ; <fMl- :sp©’o.ii , ioai’3,y .'q$©kfcft>ned as to ' -.7 v • 
‘ the nature of his rela.tion^hip .with LAWSON, > since therelhad. ' V* 

> been allegations that LAWSOM was GARFIELD ’S Hollywood , ‘ "vZ-K 
Conimuriis't Pdnty contact* but -G-i^FIELD . insis tdd i.that the ’ *7;.- 

only occasions >hen he saw LAWSON;, were socialand that he 

- I'm. ~ n u _> ' -l « i_jf v.' ' . 7», A’ • ' . . * 



7 . : recollection ; of ever haying met: this, individual*. / , r '$v\ ..v. , 

'7 ' ‘ ■ v'>; ' --DOROTHY TREE - 'GARFIELD s tated , that he : knew Midd 7: - &' : ; 



V - •> -BOB RES),, also known as BOB ' C AILLE - GARFIELD 'Statid';57^;V ; :-^ : - 
77^7 7 that. he recalled REED as 'an actor' active in the Equity Asso- 
.. y*?S •; -A .: cia ti on but ,nevap . knew ;h.^rbq: ber.a 1 ; communist -v/V v ;vj 

; ; : yl S> • • ' ~ r ■ , •. X . V • JEROME ; - GARFjaBLi?,- state d>, tha t he" had -no knowle dge • :■ 7"7 V '"j 

177' "‘C and -had' never me t h im* ‘ *‘££7 '''7. ’ ’:7v'‘ .•'*>' 7V ; V'7r 

/.y>.;v' JOHN (SHORTIE). STEUBiaf. - GARF3ELD stated he. did; -nob' V f •;:%** ’ : 4 " 

. ‘ '-y knOw,and' had never met, this' individual j ' '••••.*'!.•" 'f ..rr . : ' V ■ 

v , ’ 7 .explanation' of his^ statement :hefo^e‘ tde-. HOUA and ■' ; V;..' 

V* 'V vV to tne ..inter viewing, agents that he. never kne^i an 3 ndi'W.diial :j"i U j 
to beta mexnbgr. of the ConmuniSt Party’I^GARFiliiD stated: that he - •' , . • ' ; 7 
■ - 5 originally made this statement hefore the HDCA because whlle - 


7 • ; . ■/-. )y- '7 7 \ ■' ■ :.-7 •7 V:. " 7 7 7 * .7*' 7j 


V' 


*‘l *V* 






: - "• v NY ;100^69Q7i|. %.• 



‘■y'v , /, / lie’ might .have ; had. suspicions ; that ■'. persons. were. members’ of * . : ••/: 

■ the • Cbmmimist Party > ^ejdid-nb-t'* wish;- to testify concerning ‘ • - -v/ 

^ T : suspicions and Ye.it that he" would be’ only justified. in :• V 

/.' : ,\ . : ’.naming a person as a member of the. Communist Party .if he,. 

> ‘.'••“had seen the, latter -*3 Party card or other, positive indie a- . ' • •;>’./ ■ 

//;; ; ,.-/ : tion of ^Cpramuhist Party membership, O / */./'/ I/** 4 / # yy v Y'*v * 

•Y/y : yY/ ■' \[r gMpibi^? was; again -vt^S'^hs d coneer ning the; 'Group/ ; Yy. y 
•Y 1 ’. •; \ ..Theater Communist PartY unit?s*^th ■’ 

• ' ,V$y . ; 0^^pE,LmNy also, ‘ GARFIELD ' statOd' that i % :.Y?y; 

. . : '/ : . ‘hb; , recalled .as , t%lndlViddhi Vwho. ;'f reOuShfed thev > 

’Group ^ ■Theater and. 7 also as'.^an.- Individhal'vwhom- he feet- 'casually .. ;•. <-’ 

*,. .*■ •/•. / : 'r : in Hollywood in later years where was "a radio and. •/ -Y 
y r;?y- ! Z'-\ screen writer* GARFIELD /reiterated that' '“WELLMAN';, had’ never.>;''.'l. : «. // 
%Mr ; ‘ vindicated that he was a member ; of 'the COjtminiist Party ; and y ?// Y 
; ’•?»«//- '■ y ..that: he -had,' nc» loidwiedgei'df/ such’ me»hership^, > /-r,Y;Y-:- • 1Y.Y ; Y 



; v of CLIFFORD ODETS in Greenwich Village, and stated that ODETS’ ’ -', .-.v 
.“v was not the type who- would make his apar tOTent ayailable t o Y/-/VY//. 
• ■ y • y -J . >;;• anyone 1 - . ’-He : was, 'asfced.‘;^^..^e#-'hO,.' reeaile d/ ever ‘haying’' br ought Y 'vj \. ••/ 



-y-lflat’ this point’ commented that undoubtedly the agents' Were 
’ y •• referring to the Wampas Baby star -who was reported to have v „ ’ 

’t^stified against him. ..He stated he ;could not have been ■; ' 

. l;y associated with /any Wampas: Baby • star' v beOause ; ..the last .of the. , //• % 

/. y, Wampas Babyf stars/had been designated long before 'his, arrival *.v* 
y,;./ y’ In Hollywood* ; / ;;. i-', ; / * /' }/ * I'.-? y / [ /..•*/' . \‘,f '.*>*•• 

'.y/^y/yy I GARFIELD thereafter continued- Ibyl s tating/lhat' he had / '/ '/./• 
y ,//- // : tr ied wi t hout success to ., !* e e all' any as s o ci at i on vh ich he ' ' ; //'/ / : / 
y * ./•> /; t mi^ht nave had w.i th a IrjBAlN C AEiMEN. . .- It is to be noted that’ to.\f-;*': <7 V v . 

v.,.., ■ ./ the knowledge of this’ office’, ..Miss CARMEN *S testimony., has not ”, 

/ y..}-y : i>aen publicly released by. the HCUA and the soiarcedf GARFIELD? S •• - ; 
•'/;• ; iy,,', Inf oration as to her identity remains unknown* / :Hey the re after ' 

■:/. comment ed that he could recall the names... of every woman with . t 

// .,5:';/ , Whom he had slept from Los Angeles.. to New York , ' but the name .; ;./• 

; ;/ 5 ' ; ; / JEAN C'ARI4EN'. was. : c omple tely-;unf:araili:^ him -• ., t’ 
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' He : ;';was ques tinned, as to whe ther he; 
the apartment of - ERR IJj^^FIELB in : Chicago, arid- stated that . 
rfiile- ha* Akp a close friend- of. BYFIELD and? had visit ed. the 
latter on every oecasio^n ‘when" ;h© pas s e d thro ugh Chicago,, he 
'had. : &ver; visited .KPP 3 ®QD.' |! S apartment, but'; rather had seen / 
the latter . 1 at- the Pump, .Room which the late : RYFEELD managed. - ’ 
at the ' i^bas’s-kdor East- Hotel . ..Re stated that .he recalled 1 ' h',. 
hhvihg;. participated ■- in the" ”I i» kh ikiericah Pay 1 * celebration 
;dn:Chicdgairi May* •. 1 $£ 3 » hut had no '"Jp^collept’lioh.' ’■; 6 fr-'hay 3 h^-v >c _ - 

: attended -the ? opening', ..of;, the, play. > M -Thr ee, &is ter s ‘Q'-qy having' f ; ' -Js : 
thereafter attended' a at the ' apah tmeht , of ERNIE 

1 BYPlELDi,*,"’ • ; \V‘; l/:';' ■: V;.', . / y • \ ' '/ '••vivO'^A' \: v , ( rvV'.t ; 

' ' , It is noted, that while GARFIELD has.no recollection . y . 

of this ..party: and specifically denie s having attended it, ; r 
”” mA ‘ BORGiB^USJREDITH %. and .JEAN .QAEML have a ‘ 


■dis.tinct r reiw%^ec tiph‘"^^ iiS;'havihg: ; ; o^.enrredip.tV®^^^®': 

« apartment* ArC? v .--A .AAV Vl ... V ; v- * -i; '' 

^ ,..v ; ; ^ -w ;.^c ?•: s • V?«y*'V ’ •” 

' f v;^" GAElFIELD was 4 de.sti 6 ned^^and r e called h avihg been on \,.V. 
location at Monterey , California, daring; the making of the 
picture ”Daught era' Courageous ** ; ‘ hut was unable to recall c : , 
,. whethe.r or: npt; .he - stayed, at the Deimonte HOtelj -and stated >X .; v , 
he . has^ no recoile cti on of having been lll qLur ihg this P e niQe'‘ ’ ; 
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: GARFIELD was again 4ue sti one d . at this point concerning 

any possible khowle dge dhich he: mi ght have concerning his wife *s 
membership in the Communist Party , with parti cuiar reference to,, 

. LEO and :BESS GOLDSTEIN i; ^GARFIELD began to " explain that ; from ; " 

tne very beginning of ; their marriage he -and his :w.if e: had had 
vast political dif f erehces* ■ He . stated..; that she was' extremely 
to the ..left while hewould classify his own p dlifical - feelings / ^ 
V >as liberal,.'' r ';He : stated tha.t following the H it le r -St alin pact r 
in. 1939 , their dif f erpnces -became e ven .more marhedvahd have V/..v* V •* 
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: V He e^lained* thereafter ■ '.that /ho; feels that he,, is ,'•/' 
no long er: accept. able inmbtion pictures, radio 'hr television^. •" 
- and- has/^ebtt.tqikhie ;to\ sechre; contracts therein, . and. that -/ "/--V; 

. the/only fie id left for him, is the legitimate theater and 
the opportunities there' are limit ei ; insofar - as he is p oncer ne,d*/v 
•^t, is to b e -no t e d t ha t at, the outlet of this interview, - , yi . 
GAEOTLP •'had* indicated that, one of the: reasons, for his ; comihg ' , r * 
to ; th isof f i ce for' an interview* was because he was unable to. >/ 
obtain ■employment in\ the /theater*!.. ;-r vy'"^'. ’ -V -.:- v d*'. 

v , ; f TvTvv-V ,V / V^- v '.. • .,/• 

;. ..." ‘“:.(JABFlE&l)^toeh inbhired as;'^ 0 ;.^eth® 3 ?' ■ he, ..was'rfree’ to;. • ',,,V 
go . abroad if .necessary, to pbtain employment, and wab/told ; \ 
that he was free to .travel' ^ywher.0’5' .-that;- this- -was - msd ely £’i . : 
an .investigation beihg conducted to ie teritine the truth of • - •- 
statements which he had made under oath and that no. legal, •".« V- . 
action; had , been takeh; which:. would , have the "effect of* -detaining - 
'him ;in-.the. ; ‘"tJhited States, A ' 7-', r - *; v & V • T 

: T:/"/ / *v ' 'H- . 4 5- ' ' ' •> . 

/ .G-ARFIBILD, in, departing^ indicated that he. intended to .v. 
have a vei*y serious^ talk;, with, his wife . and attempt to clarify,.. ' ' 
some of the is sues which ftad arisen In this /interview* «'\-'in\’ : V , 

this thought'he'. was 30 ined..by his 'attorney,, Mr* DAVIS, who'? A*. *. • 
stated' he- w 9 hld like:'; to abagpel- . ROBEfWPA., : GA^IBtaE)'._to * appe dr; sc./ 

at this office and tell : her - complete s tory* DAVIS continued 

4 -Wr-x f 4 - ^ u. ^ « T 1 J 3 J wu a d — ~T J* 1 — — DAnn'nm A > r < atS nrn r 


'f 





that seyerai weeks ago ;'the»ilaiiter; approachod .iiiM ahdyre^fbt^d 
. :him' to ' secure a divorce in“ his behalf * - DAVIS stated that v he ;• 

; ,* ^and his-.partner, LOUIS uiZER, ^t that time urged .GARFIELD wot ■ '» 
to, obtain a; divorce while the investigatleh was pending* .•! DAVIS 
? re it er ate d tha t . he intended, to ; per sonally see Mrs GARFISLb r, ; *. 
'vand attempt t'O obtain the inforBatibn from her which would 
' ‘."resolve this .matter^ Val though^ ^ indicated that he, might be 
/ : :;>f Tuisuccessful^ wince, ^hp f eXt M^sd - 0-ABFIELI) * S .pplitical; feelings', .* 
■;;''. k '.;v‘*.;-were still to the far 'ie ft*. . \ V.’*/, /-rv-'.. • * ••C.: /• ^’ 4 

(r>. ‘ / ; ; The Interviewing, agents advised / GARFIELD .ahd'his -V, 

" attorney that any actidw they book with, regard to Mrs* GARFIELD 
; J.; was a .matter of' tl^l34'‘bwh<‘feoncerh-'a^ 

. agent ^^s ; wer e^ not- ^urgihg such' an ;i ac.tibnV but that if bh.e did f . /. ’ "* 

Appear, at this office; ^e^wculd receive any information which ; ?/v 
> .V.,.“/d>she,' P might of fer-^:^ V 5-, ‘* *.- >. 7 ./V 1- ■ \ ‘ v-." 
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• NY ; 100-69074' 


•i 


. On May 19, 195.2, SIDNEY DAvis 



iQ^RPIELD’S: Attorney, 
that a search of 


*t v’f , 


felephonieally advised S^f 

’• GARFIELD » S’ records- had failed, to locate. Cheek No. ■ 19 dated 
June 11, 1945 in the amount of fiOOiOO, known to- the New 
York Office to have been: deposited to, 'the ’’New Masses 1 * \ * 

account.; He further stated that he had spoken, to Mrs i : •• - ; . :i 

: GARFIELD and endeavored to: have hhi^visit; tfoe New York Office." 
for ’ an interview and that she had- flatly refused :t 6 do so. -'-lb- 
DAVIS • advis ed .that ■ as ' are suit " of this, GARFIELD had left -j'A 
his wife; and would, divorce /her spine.,* time. .during; the. suiiipief « ; v *1 
• in;;.addlti;cpp,: he .stated - that he^was presently drawing, up a - 


be 

b7C ‘ 


■ - b - v, 
k • : K 


• . . -Ehe files of the New, York City Police Department * ; " . ;■ 

^ ^reflect th^t \JGHN, dead l^e Corning of *\ # V'/. 

: ' V;Mayy 21, .1952. by IRIS^v/HITNEY in. her apartment at 3 Gramercy 7*V 
.b Nark, NeW York/'City . , ,GARFIS3ib, 'was .pronounced rdead- 6y .Dr. v ' 

; y CHARLES N . AlfflACK , 425. East 63rd Street, NeW York Cityi, Who ' :■ 

■ had been treating.'GARFiELD. for a heart attaclf; and., attributed 
the^-death'j tp .this illne s s ,. r v ; -i3J4d'r^®#y^V^ s fele ased by. the . * -V 7 
, medical' examiner of N ewYor k C ounty on the isame day without: 
tv an ahtopsy* ;v \- --••‘•'I'l- V-v, - it 1 . b V-i v.'" v 

, » - v * < ^ - c * » ■• * ' - *' ,•>»/, * , - t ,» , *> • r < . 

. - ‘ ' I.'t ■- f ' . * ■ ' . ^ ''v - ' . 1 . E i - I » ^ •‘f » * . < 


. v , ■ ■' - . It will Ne recalled:, that informatibn - had beenb received ’ 

from -VThTOW WTK«T5rr/ tihol Bfid 



. r 


•; . pages of bnotes of dictation to the Secretary ;of ARNOLD FOSTEEl . 
b. °t the Ahti-Def amation; i/eague* These notes- substantially •' . 

* pointed out the . identity of .-the individual Wao, contacted, - 
^'• GARFIELD in e onne c t.i on With various <C front s and related., the - *' ’ 

* ' ; rnnWrihr* n tty t.tk i ^ ^ -f* n rtTirb'f tttt T\ t n v, « " • 4 - a 'js — * 1 " 11 ti j* 



.- ..verybgood and .comp le te .picture of .GARFIELD ‘ S ac tlvi ties • - *' 7 
1 ' ■ Qh June 23V 19 92,' GARFIELD* S .A tto rney . STOW ‘ft avtk ; - : 


b-bwas interviewed by SAS] and] 

-V; concerning.: the existence pi' une a Dove notes • ‘ This .time. DAVIS 

- ' stated' that he knew of no such notes to .be in exi s t ence , bu t .. 

- he believed they referred fo a letter written, bv. GARFlFT,o to 


-b6 
, b 7 C 



. employer -of GARFIELD f' .DAVJS , s ai d „ that this le tter s imply 
V ;:putlined . GARFIELD * S. testitidny before ' the HCUA ahd gave 


* f \isj 


■ ' 1 .. fc - "s' 

, f 

« r 


7 , - 1 , i- ‘ 


YT7i r n 


v- r - ** ’ „ v: - 0 . t..- ■’ • „ . ■ .■ 

i 3 ."(/ ^. j * ■ r : w * v :;, r -y/ ■“ - ;•/ 
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ny 100-6907I4. 



GARFIELD’S recollection of the nature of his association with 
persons abOut whom he Was questioned by the H€UA. DAVIS 
stated that RIESEL .was in. error in stating that notes from 
this letter "related to the manner in which one of GARFIELD » S 
secretaries influenced his participation in various activities 
DAVIS reiterated that this letter contained nothing which had 
not previously been stated by GARFIELD to the HOTJA and the 
Bureau. 






INFORMANTS 


IDENTITY' 
OF SOURCE 

T-l 
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DATE OF ACTIVITY. 

OR DESCRIPTION OF DATE 
INFO. RSVD. 

Anonymous ltr. to 5/26/51 
Rep. DONALD L. , 

JACKSON, House of 
Representatives, 
Washington, D.C.* 



6/25/45 


3/1/48 

4/23/52 


8/2/51 


8/2/51 


AGENT WHO 
RECEIVED 
INFO. 
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JOHN W. 
DOOLEY, 


orally 


JOHN W. 
DOOLEY. 


orally 

JOHN Wi 
DOOLEY, 
orally 


FILE NO. 
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LOCATION 

100-69074 - 
ib4 ■ 


100-26603 - 

c59-4»p»4 


Instant 

report 
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report 
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IDENTITY 
OP SPURGE 

»P-7 


DATE OP ACTIVITY 
OR DESCRIPTION 
OP INFO. 


DATE 


T-fl 


biA 


TL-Q 





AGENT WHO 
RECEIVED 


orally 


PILE NO* 
AND 


RCVD. 

INFO* 

LOCATION 

8/12/51 

JOHN W* 

Instant 


DOOLEY, 

orally 

report 

8/12/51 

JOHN W* 

Instant 


DOOLEY, 

orally 

report . 

j 

10 / 30/51 

JOHN W* 

. A 

Instant 


, DOOLEY, ' 

report 


orally 


3/21/52 


Instant 

report 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Copies of this report are being furnished Los Angeles 
and Washington Field for information purposes and possible > 
future reference. . - 


REFERENCE *' * 

Bureau letter to New York, 8/5/52 
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8Ac? Beta forfe (lOQf 6907k) 

Director, FBI ( 200 ^ 333707 ) 

JOHN GARFIENN, W$> 
SECURITY MATTER » C 
PERJURY 




n <& 
^ • 


October 2, 2 


Reurlet 9~9*5B* 

In the event Attorney Sidney Navis has not 
yet hod an opportunity to contact Mrs* Garfield, it is 
suggested that the New York Office submit the, ft not 
investigative report in this matter at this time* The 
Bureau is desirous of forwarding this, rdport to the 
department as soon as possible and it is not considered 
expedient to continue to hold in. abeyance the submission 
of the final report .pending the outcome, of the contact 
between Navis and. MPp* Car field . * 

Should pertinent data be developed as a result 
of any jgbntaot by Navis with Mrs* Garfield , such information , 
of course, may be furnished to the Bureau subsequent to the 
submission of the closing report and the Department my be 
informed accordingly « . 
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Assistant A'iaorney General Charles B» Murray 
Criminal division, ’ October 6 , 1952 

“ \ , 
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direotor 9 FBI 



JOHN GARFIELD, was. ' M 3252 , 

* SECURITY MATTER -• C * , 

PERJURY , • ■ * ‘ ■ ' . 

FBI file 100-335707 ~ f 

a,.» Recorded- 16 

Reference is made to the memorandum from the Criminal 
Ptyisie^dated May 25 ^ 1951 , ( JMM:DLF,t vb llj. 6-1 -l£- 8 k$) , in the 
eqptionCd matter* s - - . . 

-Jr* 

Attached is o copy of the report of Special Adept 

dated September 25 , 1952 , at II ew York, 
concerning the sub je ct * 


Due to Garfield's depth, no additional investigation 
will be conducted in this regard in the absence of a specif i © 
request* ' ’ 






~ - STANDARD FORM NO. G4 


C6 NLemOMflduM • united states government 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-335707) 


DATE: 10/9/53 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-22503) 

O Spq. 

JOHN GARFIELD, was. AM 

£M - C; PERJURY fl”, 


00: New York 


i sattef 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
0ATE lD : r^O^ 

Id recently with Mr . HOUSELBY Vj 


1,3 Interviews have been held recently with Mr. HOUSELBY VJ 

TfeTE VEITS ON. Jr. 15237 Hesby Street, Sherman Oaks . , Californ ia,^ 

'who is a stage and film actor by background and training 
although currently employed as an electrician’s helper by 
the Southern Pacific Railway, Los Angeles. STEVENSON joined 
the Cormunist- Party (CP) at Los Angeles in 1936 and. after a 
few months went to New York City, transferring, his CP member- 
ship to the New York CP. He was assigned to what he recalls 
as a theatrical branch in the CP’s Cultural Section in New 
York in 1938-39. He returned to Los Angeles in 19ij-0 by which 
time he says he had dropped out of the CP altogether and did 
not re-affiliate with it. A report covering the results- of 
the interviews with STEVENSON has been furnished the Bureau 
■under the caption HOUSELEY STEVENSON, Jr., wa. , SM - C. 

STEVENSON identified some twelve individuals he knew 
as CP members in New York during the period of his membership®*?^*** 
there and identifying -data furnished by him concerning these //■ 
individuals has previously been furnished the New York Office 1 ?'’'’*^ 

' „ , ! i 

In addition to these however, STEVENSON stated he 
believed the late JOHN GARFIELD, stage and film actor, may 
have been a member of the theatrical branch of the New York CP 
to which STEVENSON was assigned in 1933-39. STEVENSON himself* 
was dues collector for this branch for a time during this 
.period. Although he cannot recall ever having seen GARFIELD in 
attendance at a branch meeting, STEVENSON specifically recalls 
that as dues collector for the branch he was sent on une^oc casion 
to contaot GARFIELD following a late study group meeting where 
GARFIELD would be. STEVENSON was to collect back dues from 
GARFIELD and he did contact the actor as arranged. 
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ce: New York (100-6907i|.) (REG) 
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J 

STEVENSON cannot recall the exact nature of the study 
group meeting or just where it was held but he says he deiinitely 
recalls talking to GARFIELD on this occasion as a Party member 
and that it was a rather sizeable sum in back dues which he was 
to try to collect from GARFIELD. GARFIELD did not pay the 
total amount due & this time although he did agree to take care 
of it. STEVENSON thinks that GARFIELD may have already had 
his initial success in the Hollywood films by this time and 
was perhaps visiting New York from Hollywood. 

STEVENSON cannot recall GARFIELD'S name being on the 
membership rolls of the branch and. he is definite that he never 
saw GARFIELD at a meeting of the branch. At the same time^ 
however, STEVENSON feels sure that it was back dues which he was 
to have collected from GARFIELD and not merely a contribution to 
some front or similar activity. 

Above is being furnished for the Bureau *s information 
and completion of the Bureau file. 
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Letter to Directory iPBX 
: .. WC 10 . 0 - 806 , 7 $ • ; ,.- / :. v . 


According to the Los Ahgeles letter; 4 I ha$„ 1 .. 

. Stated that the Special: Beport on,, the Congress on Civil 
-• "Eights described in the foregoing was published by $EaBC*E. V*-',. 

$3 ^eat. Jackson Boulevard^-’ Chicago,.^, Illinois^.: /.. /V 
who is described ' as . .anti^Ooxnraunist . apd, cooperative* who *•*-/’ 

:;■■■ • either attended, the meeting. at Detroit- himself , or. .had,;someohe 
17 there./tpXWver '> o''‘ "■% -.'c'v; :f V'^.* ■'?' 

v V ' los ; ' Angeles should furnish - the ..C hicago- Ol f Ice- with . , ; 

;.anv additional inf brjaatibn available from] | concerning,; v 

' his receipt of report described above, anq. tne possible 
*V ; . ; coverage- . of . the Detroit ' Conference . by H0B1IE12! . * ; ChicSgoshould 
- ' consider contacting BOBSETi ref erred to in the. .foregoing, for 7 
the purpose of ascertaining whether he; or > an associate -of his 
■*. : attending the April 27 > 1946 conference at Detroit ,has. . 

.. ; pertinent documents and informationr egar ding the.; ^Detroit "7; 
. . ; Conference -and whether he or associate ’ Covering same ; t^ould :he-; 
V; " . available to appear', as a/ government/ ■wltness,d>.|^ 

; .'on the' subjedt Organisation* . ; * " J\ * -V .•-> ? '*■ 
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Ksfcrcncs list? fork lotted to the Bircctor dated February 2* 

195ljs csotioned as ©hairs* 

GE0HIE IX* F0BI3EIT, Itrecutivo Birector* national Layfian*s Council^ 


•Fiehigan* April 2f p X9k&* '#fcis associate submitted a tjpsya*ittsji repost 
t& the Congress* as -gel! as documents distributed at the" Congress* S0SHES2 
stated that shortly after, this Congress ho made available all information 
end doeaamts to Senate C£*£ JfflSHJff* a personal friend of EOBUSTT. These - 
. ddcn&ents allegedly t/ere photostated and retained in the file of the Hones 
Committee on Un-American Activities. SSjb originals vsre returned, to EOEMBSSf, 
BseatxSe of the personal relationship between himself* and his associate* 

■ M3S23T requested that. ho bo able to first contact his associate before „ 
divulging his name* . ' . 

On this date BOBHBTf made available all documents in his files 
relating to the April 27* 1 $b,? t Gongress* The Bureau is being furnished 
, ■’ two photostatic copies of this material^ Her? fork is being furnished 
: one copy? Chicago is retaining oi$ Copy of material furnished* - 


i,u- 




She documents famished bySDBZBF? are described as follows* . 

1* !f Advance Credential end Reservation JS tegj iSff* 

2. Flyer announcing Public Cession* Congress on Civil. Eights 1 *, 
. April 27, .. . ... 


Fuels* 

m 4 $m, 
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CCS a^Sureau 109^^07 (JOHB SABF33SHD) {?&) 

2 ** Los Angeles (EM) 

i - ioo ~23717 (aim anna® cghssbs) 

1 - 100-22503 (tJOHH GASFBLD) , ' , 

. 2 -* Hoi? York (Eli) (Enel.) ‘ . 

•'• 1~ lC0-SpO7b (JOIB GAFF2ELB) / ><.; ,,. *>•.<•-/ 

1 .* ,100-80675 (COT* BIGHTS COI‘!GlESSl^r^if_ /' '/ 
1 * Betroit (65-357 ) (info*) (Bp). 

19 1954 . 

3 «<s ~~ 
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mi cim msam odIjc-hess 

2B> Cj ISA of 1*0 


3f lA page typewritten report of prsCeedihgErat April 27 * 
20 l? 4 o # Congress oh Civil Eights, , 

h * list of qojasattoesj. . . ■ 

; ■ ■ '&*£* 

$* Programs ; Congress ,ofi Civil Rights* 

6f ’’Aims- and program of the-- Congress, on Civil Sights^'.* 


7. ’’Information for ^legates,’’ :■ .• 

d r !! Keynote speech at opening luncheon* ♦ . 

0 ’'How the Congressman has voted on the Uood~Sankin Committee’’* 


' 10, ’’Nominations and Continuations OQmmItiee , »« 
■ Hj "Inis Is not Contempt** * 

12, list of resolutions ,i 


13, 11 Hie Ferguson Killings in Freeport 1 -? ‘ : ; 

1A# hotter to Kr, ROBiSETf dated my l t l9h6 f 

.10 Special report^ published by* Rational laymen* s Council* 

Church. league of America, 

10 ’’Resolutions Against Peonage" * _ 

XI * '’Resolutions Against Bis crimination in any Irade Union Body,” 
10 Resolution on anti- Semetism, ■ ' 


10 ’’.Suppression of Picket lines”, 

i 




amom* wi 


mi cxm sms comms 

23 ~ C* ISA M 1900 


20 * 

21. 

£2* 


?>A ^©solution to provide indemlfication for losses 
suffered by- persons -'Of Japanese ancestry by reason off 
their evacuation without trial or hearing**.- 




“EeSolution on limits- of Foreign Bom {( * 

^solution in Support of the Eights of. the Workers in 
the South to. Organic#. 


23 p lithographed page, tfitheut title setting forth decisions 

of the Congress on Civil Bights. 

* _ * * 1 > 

. -glj* 1f Htsolutioh oh Group liahlo’'* . • 

Oh February 18* 1 9$k? Ihv EQBtTO advised that he- had contacted 
his associate •and received pariaission to divulge his name.; Ms individual^ 
na&s is DffiWti <3L4IG ? 14835 Second Boulevard*- Detroit* l^ohigan* 

SOBl-lEil described QBAIG as. k professor vfec is in his -TO*#* . OSS IS in** - 
diCated that he nould ho uHling to appear before the Subversive-. Activities 
Control Board in this m&ttor if his services are needed... 


Attention is. directed to enhib.it §3 described above* ^ Contents 
thereof should be carefully roviobod because of its controversial, nature. 


fhe Detroit office is not requested to contact KhTALBSOtf 0BO3* 
undos# subsequently instructed by 'Kuo Bureau. 


She original of the above described exhibits nore returned to 
ISr* EOBi^Eff On February 1% 195hj? snd trill remain in.- his 1 possession*. 

From information of thf.- - Xes Angeles Division the report en- 
titled ,f Ehc Story of the Birth of the Congress, on Civil Eights—1 Hen: 
Communist Front Organ ioatdon 5 *' is believed identical pith ^shibit.ifl5 
mentioned above* As requested by Los Angeles letter -to- Director dated 
February 155h>; and' -captioned as above the Boa Angela office t.113, • 
be furnished a - copy of exhibit §X$ as soon as photostat is prepared. 

mmmms " : . - 
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' fWo to- the Bureau* exhibits l~~2h* ; 

Ode to Bs?r fork* exhibit 
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Mr. Larry l Swindell 
G re noble Farm 
ivyland'7'Pennsylvania 18974 


Dear Mr. Swindell: 



I have received your letter of January 3rd and 
want to thank you for your birthday greetings. 


While I would like to be of assistance to you, it 
will not be possible as information in our files must be main- 
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice* I regret I cannot be of help in this 
instance, 


Sincerely yours, 


.MAILED 24 . 

JAN - 9 1970 

COMM-FBI 


Edgar Hoover 


{CONTAINED 



da»^by 





? } 





To Ison 

DeLoach . 
Walters „ 
Mohr — 

Bishop 

Casper . 



1 - Philadelphia - Enclosure 


NOTE : Our files contain no identifiable information regarding 
Mr. Swindell. John c barfield,w as subject of Bufiles 100-335707 
Security Matter -C; Barjgury. -* 



y 




I Mr. Tolson.'-.'' 
| Mr. DeLoach 
/ 1 Mr. VT 

v/ 1 *?-2Mse 



January 3, 197 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


\ Mr. Uobx.J^C— 

' 

■ Mr.l C$4&r «=* 

! Mr. Cal’^an 1 

Mr. Conrad 

4 Mr. Felt — 

i Mr. Gals 

Mr. Rosen — 

! Mr. Sullivan-^ 

• Mr. Tavel — M 

Mr. Soyars 1 

Tele. Room—— 


I The address is incomplete, but surely this will reach you, 

1 along with many people’s wishes for a happy birthday. I add my 
' own. 

At present I am engaged in a biography of the late actor, 

Mr. John Garfield, to be published by Simon 8s Schuster either 
next fall or the following spring. My letter is in that interest. 

I have reviewed Mr. Garfield’s testimony before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, in 1947 and again in 1951, and 
have discussed this participation with numerous friends and/or 
professional associates of Mr. Garfield whom I’ve interviewed. 

I have also screened the newspaper coverage of his involvement, 
particularly the articles written after his death. Those pieces, 
plus implications made in the personal interviews, have invited 
the supposition that Mr. Garfield was, at the time of his death, 
under investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation; he 
was known to be working on some disclosure that would "clear" 
himself, at the time of his death in 1952. A t 

r\ 

Although I know very little of the proper procedure with 
your office, and would propose no action that would not be \ 

compatible with your regular operation, I should like to find out > 
as much as I could of this particular chapter of almost 20 years 
• ago. Is it possible for me to learn if there is an F.B.I. file 
I on Mr. Garfield? Then, if there is, is it possible that any of 
i this may be made available to me, under any means of surveillance? 

I am a biographer:>:£ather opposed to deliberate sensationalism, ( 
and aim at a straightforward account of a man’s tragedy that was ' 
partly artistic, partly political, and partly personal. Published 
this year was my biography of Spencer Tracy; it was honorably 
received, and I think it attests to my ability to handle potentially 
volatile material in a dignified manner. 

I shall be optimistic about hearing from you, and I thank you 
for every consideration. REO 5 //} 

Ml IMFORmAHlm Iflm ‘^'Sincerely, and with enormous respect, 

i ) X . HEREIN 13 UNCU^^aj^ - 

I j\V r Larry Swindell JjL~~ T jn]1 .A A 1 

I? 1 Uvu Grenoble Farm | 

* t\ Ivy land, Pennsylvania \\aap 


y /0a - 3 3 7 w u 

and with enormous respect, 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



to 


/ 




f 


ROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. 

L ' z-jfjjtw- 

J0H1TQARFIELD, was 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
PERJURY 


DATj£: 


FEB 16 1950 



Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Trotter . 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman, 


Bulky Exhibit File Number: 


100 - 335707-139 





% 

j 


¥e are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits ~fn v 'prder that 
we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch as many of 
the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying badly needed 
space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive supervisor review the 
above-listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to its retention or dis- 
position. A notation as to the decision reached may be placed on this memo- 
randum. The memorandum should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records 
Branch, Room 1113, Identification Building, for filing in the case file. 

RECOMMENDATION; 

That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered as 
to the retention or disposition of the material. 

W:g 



r 



INFORMATION COuTAiNW 
HERBN IS UNQEAS^-P ^ 




3 •?, j- y. 


NOr RECORDED 

2 FEB 20 1959 
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FOUNDED 1801 


New Vwk Post 


f 


(2*2>*349 -5000 


210 SOUTH STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10002 

April 18, 1974 


Assoc, Dir, 


Dep.-A.D.-AdnL-^j 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv._ 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. ...... 


PAUL SANN 
Executive Editor 


Comp. Syst. 
Ext. Affairs 
Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 



Kelley 


Mr. Clarence M. 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Inspection _ 

Intell. 

Laborat >ry 
Plan. Eval. «£.] 
Spec. 

Trainitf 
Leg 
TelepH 
Director S3 


Dear Mr* Kelley: 


I am writing not in connection with my position here 
on the New York Post but in my outside role of author and 
historian* 





I am engaged at the moment in research on John Garfield, 
the late actor, and his experiences with the House Un-American 
Activities Committee back in 1951- '52. I understand that in 
that period — in fact just before his death of a heart attackr- 
Mr. Garfield underwent some voluntary interrogation in the 
FBI with respect to his testimony before the Committee in 
Washington and the allegations of pro-communist activities 
on his part. My information is that Mr. Garfield was inter- 
viewed by FBI agents Jack Danahy and James Brackett. I under 
stand from your New York office that both men are now out of 
the Bureau. 


V 




X 




For purposes of producing a correct and accurate history 
of the movie actor's life, W wonder if the FBI would make 
available to me the record of the Garfield interrogation. I 
am preparing a book on him and I think a look at the true account 
would be useful, since so many unsubstantiated statements and 
rumors were published after his d^ath . 


I would appreciate your consideration in this matter. 


For your information, my books includes PICTORIAL HISTORY 
OF THE WILD WEST, THE LAWLESS DECADE, FADS, FOLLIES, AND DELUSIONS 



•//0 

yours , / , 



j 


/ 






> >•-) 




o 


/ 






1, , 1974 


Mintz 
Wannall - 


Enclosure 


Editor 


Mr. Pan 
Execu 
New YOK fc,.ppst 
2i0 South 
IfS^York^New 

Dear Mr . Sann : 


York 10002 


ALL 


i-i CONTAINED 


INFOSMA'iiui 




Your letter of April 18th has been received, 

. In response to your request for data in our files 
concerning John Garfield, this information is contained in 
investigatory files compiled for law enforcement purposes 
arid would certainly be an unwarranted invasion of this indi- 
vidual's privacy. Both of these come within the enumerated 
exemptions of the Freedom of' Information Act, specifically 
subsection (b) (6) and (7) of Title 5, United States Code, 
i Section 552, For your information, I am enclosing a copy of 
/Attorney General Order 528-73. 

%J 

rs ****** 


rz You may appeal by decision in this matter by writing 
the Attorney General, Attention: Office of Legal Counsel, 

Washington, D. C. 20530. Additionally, judicial review is 
thereafter available in the District of Columbia, the location 
of the records to which you seek access. , 


MAILED 22 

MAY 0 11974 


FBI 


Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD |nv. 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 

Files & Com. , 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 

Inspection 

Intel!. 

Laboratory \ 

of th, 

Training J^/^he faOOk , 

Legal Coun^. |^d 8 b j y 

DirectX 



$\rJ 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kellej? 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 



Enclosure 

1 Office—of *j£he Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
1 - Bufile ' 62-115530 (FOI -REPLIES) V&jaa,,, ,, ■ 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect, several references' to Author, Paul Sann 

of the New York Post-. Sann- was ; one of five officials of the 
New York Post who were sued for libels in a„$l million suit 
brpught by' Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer . ' Thi •Star'ch* 10 , 1952, 

_ . a .1 W 



New 


York Post referred to a chapter 4 x>n labor in 


|A Confidential" by Lait and' i^qrfeimer , as "the 
fsEa NOTE CONTINUED PAGE 2^ 


ELETYPE UNIT I I 




)S 


Mr. Paul Sann 

t* t * . . 

literature , in the field to begirt' with a flat lie.” 
Disposition of suit not shown. Sann has been executive editor' 
df the New York Post since 1946 and has authored' several books.. 
John Garfield was the subject, of a Security Matter - C - Perjury 
investigation initiated in 1941 and closed in June, -1952. 
Garfield: died of heart failure in Junb, '1952. . ; . 


